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THE LITERATURE OF SPIRITUALISM. 

We do not propose, in this article, to offer any new expla- 
nation of the phenomena of Modern Spiritualism. Our pur- 
pose is rather, so far as our limits wili permit, to take, if pos- 
sible, an impartial, though cursory survey of its literature, in- 
cluding in that term both the writings in the interest of Spir- 
itualism, and those against it. These writings, in our judgment, 
are by no means the least remarkable of its phenomena. And 
their peculiar characteristics and anomalies afford to the psy- 
chologist and moralist a study scarcely less interesting or less 
important than Spiritualism itself. 

Now that the novelty of the manifestations is over, and the 
popular excitement in regard to them, whether favorable or 
adverse, has in a measure subsided, such a survey may be 
timely and profitable. Though the contest cannot yet, per- 
hapa, be regarded ‘as ended, the smoke, nevertheless, has some- 
what lifted from the battle-field, and we may contemplate. to 
advantage the positions of the contending parties, and form 
some estimate of the character and efficiency of their tactics. 
Thus impartially considered, both the successes and the fail- 
ures, the brilliant achievements and the blunders, whether of 
the one party or the other, may be made to furnish us valuable 
lessons of instruction. 

SPIRITUALISM NOT DEAD. 

Nor is the subject one of merely ephemeral interest. Spir- 
itualism is not yet déad. Whatever theory we may adopt as 
to the origin or true character of its phenomena, or however 
much we may despise its pretensions or deprecate its influence— 
ita existence, nevertheless, in the form of a belief in direct in- 
tercommunication with the spirit-world, deeply implanted in 
the minds of myriads, if not, as some claim, millions of living 
men, is a fact beyond dispute. Be it delusion or a new reve- 
lation, a great psychological and moral epidemic, or a’ matter 
of sober reason and sound evidence, it has obtained a strong 
foothold among men, and the multitudes who have given it 
their confidence and enshrined it in their affections, manifest 
no disposition to cast it out as dt ıd. We must deal with it 
as a reality. And even if it were dead, its literature remains. 
It has a history. It has been long a matter of controversy. 
It involves principles of philosophy and of logic. It has im- 
portant bearings outside of its own special and immediate 
sphere. In such circumstances all the elements of its litera- 
ture—the facts claimed and desired —the methods of statement 
and counter statement—the reasonings for and against—the 
principles of evidence assumed or rejected—in a word, both 
the subject-matter and logic of its literature become topics of 
prime importance ; particularly when it appears that the col- 
lateral bearings of the subject and the methods of treatment 
adopted, affect directly or indirectly the deepest interests of 
the soul, and touch the most vital questions of revealed relig- 
ion. 

SPIRITUALISM ESSENTIAL TO A REVEALED RELIGION. 

For Spiritualism, in its true import—or the doctrine of di- 
rect intercommunication, in some sort, with the spirit-world— 
is not distinctively modern. It is as old as history. It per- 
vades the literature of every age and nation. It runs through 
ever book and chapter of the Bible itself. It is absolutely es- 
sential, in some form, to the very possibility of a revealed re- 
ligion. It is involved, indeed, in the very idea of revela- 
tion. Obviously, then, the views which we adopt on this sub- 
ject, and the manner in which we reason upon it, must have an 
important bearing on our religious faith and practice. The 
truth of this will be more fully exemplified farther on. 


SPIRITUALIST LITERATURE. 


In the interest of Spiritualism there have been published 
some hundreds of volumes and pamphlets, of very various di- 
mensions and merits, ranging from the octavos of Judge Ed- 
monds and Prof. Hare down to the little “winged messen- 
gers,” prepared for broadcast distribution; and there have 
been issued, and still continue to be,a score or more of peri- 
odicals—quarterly, monthly and weekly—devoted exclusive'y, 
or nearly so, to the defense and propagation of the new faith. 

These writings are chiefly of three sorts—the apocalyptic, 
the apologetic, and the speculative. The first is the most im- 
portant, as being that on which Spiritualism rests its claim to 
be regarded as, in some sort, a new revelation or basis of a 
new religion. It is “made up in the main of professed com- 
munications from the spirit-world, with a record of the cir- 
cumstances and modes in which these communications have 
been given. — 


These concomitants, physical and psychical, constitute the 
phenomena, which for the last few years have so puzzled and 
astonished alike the learned and the ignorant, the high and the 
low, in all parts of the world. Ever since the mysterious 
“ rappings” were first heard in Hydesville, N. Y., ten years 
ago, similar rappings, intelligent or otherwise, table tippings 
and turnings, often likewise intelligent, trance-speaking, wri- 
ting, and pantomime, visions, visible and tangible forms, audi- 
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ble sounds, gifts of healing, and other startling phenomena, as- 
cribed by the initiated to the direct agency of disembodied 
spirits, have been more or less abundantly exhibited, reputedly 
at least, in almost every city and hamlet in Christendom, and 
even beyond. ‘These quasi-miracles and revelations form the 
characteristic element of the spiritualistic literature. The 
volumes of Edmonds and Dexter, Hare, Capron, and other 
writers of less note, may be cited as examples. 

The apologetic writings are less voluminous, thoagh they 
sometimes swell into octavos, like the discussion between Brit- 
tan and Richmond. The advocates of Spiritualism, in the de- 


i fense of their faith, have displayed no lack of confidence or of 


self-sacrificing zeal. They have the tone and bearing, for the 
most part, of men who know whereof they affirm, and are fully 
persuaded, whether mistakenly so or not, that they have an 
important mission to fulfill. 

In the field of speculation, Spiritualism has found no let or 
hindrance. It would seem to haye opened a new world to 
speculative minds, and no depths of philosophy or of meta- 
physics are too profound for its bold, but often incompetent 
thinkers, to attempt to fathom. Alike in ambitious newspaper 
essays, and in the ‘ Harmonial Philosophy” of Andrew Jack- 
son Davis, as well as in productions of intermediate rank, the 
hights and depths of all being, and all possible relations, hu- 
man and spiritual, mundane and cosmical, are as flippantly dis- 
cussed and as boldly analyzed as gossip at a tea-table. 

This third element—the speculative—it may be remarked in 
passing, seems likely soon to become the master element, and, 
“like Aaron’s serpent, swallow up the rest,” particularly the 
first. Facts, phenomerp, and spirit-telegrams, appear of late 
to have occupied much less of the attention of Spiritualists 
than formerly, or at least, have filled less space in their publi- 
cations; while crude philosophical and metaphysical disquisi- 
tions, generally of an infidel cast, and grand Utopian schemes 
of human reform, and theories of human progress, have in 
great measure usurped their place.) This would seem to 
indicate an actual abatement of the manifestations them- 
selves; such a gradual failure of the objective element ne- 
cessitating a corresponding development of the subjective. 
Spiritualists, however, give a different explanation. Re- 
garding the manifestations, particularly the physical, as but 
the A. B. O's of the new dispensation, the incidental accom- 
paniments of spirit-teaching, they prefer to look beyond these 
elements, and give their attention to the perfected doctrines. 
Having gone up into the upper chambers of their newly-erect- 
ed temple, they choose to leave the ladders and the scaffolding, 
no longer necessary for themselves, to amuse. and astonish, if 
not to aid in ascending, the unbelieving multitude outside. 
They will not themselves be drawn back to the “weak and 
beggarly elements.’ Be this as it may, the fact of such a 
gradual change in the ratio of manifestations to metaphysics, 
at least in the published productions, is beyond dispute. 


NOT NONSENSE. 
Now, as to the general character of these productions—par- 


ticularly the records of facts and phenomena, and reports of 


communications—are they the mere farrago of nonsense and 
absurdity which they are sometimes represented to be? The 
answer to this question will, of course, depend upon the stand- 
point of the critic. Nothing is more difficult for any man, than 
to give an entirely truthful representation of that which is vio- 
lently antagonistic to his own opinions or prejudices. And it 
is not strange that those who have received their impressions 
of Spiritualism solely from the current representations of its 
opponents, should have imbibed very erroneous notions as to 
its actual position and characteristics. Let us look into its 
records, then, for ourselves, and observe Spiritualism, for the 
nonce, if possible, from its own stand-point, rather than from 
that of others, or even from our own. And, if in this exam- 
ination we find ourselves startled now and then by much 
that seems to us trivial and absurd, or even diametrically op 
posed to our own settled convictions, let us not be diverted by 
it from our one leading purpose—to ascertain the truth. No 
good physician will be deterred by the repulsiveness of disease, 
from an honest examination of its symptoms, or from a truth- 
ful report of the condition of his patient. 

Nor let this purpose of candor be tortured by any one into 
@ proposition on our part to defend or advocate Spiritualism, 
or to favor its pretensions in the slightest degree. We only 
propose to find out, from its own documents, what Spiritualism 
is, or, rather, professes to be. 

ITS FACTS NOT TO BE DENIED. 

Of course, in an article like this, we can enter into no de- 
tails of the alleged facts of Spiritualism. The books are suf- 
ficiently full of them, and thousands of living witnesses, it is 
averred, stand ready to testify to similar facts. If any réader, 
then, has never observed phenomena of this kind for himself 
nor received trustworthy information from those who have, we 
must refer him to the records and to the living witnesses, or to 
the manifestations themselves. It would be in vain to attempt 
to supply the deficiency here. But, doubtless, we may, at this 
late day, safely assume that the leading features of the phe- 
nomena, particularly the physical, are generally understood, 
and that the actual occurrence of such phenomena is generally 


conceded ; though this latter assumption, for our present pur- 
pose, we do not need to make; for it only concerns us, in this 
inquiry, to know that the phenomena in question are on record 
as facts, and are believed to be such by those who have built 
upon them the superstructure of Spiritualism. In order to 
show what Spiritualism is, we are not at all called upon to ex- 
plain these facts, nor, indeed, to admit that they are facts. 
Though we sce not, we confess, how this latter point can be de- 
nied—viz: that such facts have taken place—without compel- 
ling us, in rejecting the testimony on which they rest, to reject 
all human testimony, and discard entirely the evidences of the 
senses. 

For the phenomena in question, especially the physical, are 
such, it cannot be denied, as ali sane men are competent to ob- 
serve. They rest ultimately on the testimony of the senses— 
the same basis on which rest all other facts which go to make 
up our knowledge of objective realities. And the witnesses, 
there is every reason to believe, notwithstanding the assump- 
tion often made to the contrary, are as competent and as trust- 
worthy, as the witnesses of every other set of facts or transac- 
tions, which men are accustomed to accept in the ordinary af- 
fairs of life, and make the basis of their opinions and conduct, 
even in matters of the highest moment. But, as weehave said, 
we are only concerned here with the fact that these phenomena 
are on record in the documents we are now reviewing. The 
competency or credibility of the witnesses we do not need to 
discuss. We are to examine the record as we find it. 


STRIKING CHARACTERISTICS. 

And whoever thus examines, for the first time, starting with 
the usual prejudgments on this subject, will be struck with sev- 
eral characteristics not in accordance with his previous concep- 
tions, 

First, he will find that the persons called mediums have 
much less Zo do, than is commonly imagined. They are repre- 
sented in the record, for the most part, not as active, but pas- 
sive, in respect to what takes place—the involuntary, and often 
unconscious instruments, or mediums, of some agency inde- 
pendent of their own, or as constituting passively the necessary 
condition, without which the manifestations would not occur. 
In some forms of the phenomena—as table-tipping, rapping, 
lights, musical sounds, playing of instruments, visible or tangi- 
ble forms, etc., this passivity, contrary to the common impress- 
ion, is, apparently, almost absolute, the medium being not un- 
frequently, at ‘the time, engaged in reading or conversation, or 
perhaps fast asleep. Even in trance-speaking, trance-writing, 
visions, etc., where, from the nature of the case, the medium is 
the apparent actor, the representation of the record is, that he 
is simply, (or, at least, for the most part,) a passive instrument, 
actuated and controlled by some other agency than his own. 
We are fully aware that this idea of passivity, of literal me- 
diumship, is incomprehensible to very many, especially to such 
as have no better theory of Spiritualism than trickery, joint- 
cracking and the like. In the conceptions of many persons, 
and even of some authors, the medium is chiefly a performer ; 
it is‘all his own personal work—what he does; like the per- 
formances of a juggler, or ventriloquist. He, it is assumed, 
“calls up” spirits, * wills” tables to move—answers ques- 
tions, and the like. But such, except in some special forms of 
the manifestations, is not the record ; and what the record is, 
alone constitutes our present object of inquiry. 

The next characteristic, to arrest attention, is the intelli- 
gence which accompanies all forms of the phenomena. Tables 
not only “ tip,” but in some conventional way, they “ talk.” 
They respond to questions. They act pantomime. So, in all 
other forms of the phenomena, there are like marks of intelli- 
gent agency. No wonder sober people look grave, and the sci- 
entific incredulous, and the cynical contemptuous, at the idea 
of intelligence in a dining-table, or other like ignoble piece of 
furniture. It is here that the mystery begins—precisely here 
that science finds a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense. 
Many a physicist has begun promptly and earnestly to search 
out the laws of table-turning—but the instant intelligence ap- 
peared, and the astute wood began to express ideas, he has 
thought fit to drop the subject as wholly outside of his sphere, 
or been frightened from it, as from practice of the “ Black 
Art,” by dread of popular odium. Intelligent agency, never- 
theless, if we are to credit the record, characterizes every form 
and phase of the “ manifestations.” 


THE GRAND ENIGMA. 


But whence comes this intelligence? This is the grand 
enigma, to all out of the pale of Spiritualism, Whence comes 
it? And the point to be noted by the inquirer is, the singular 
persistency with which this intelligence claims for itself to be 
some departed spirit, once here in the flesh. It is not, that the 
medium asserts this—as is often assumed—or that the specta- 


_46rs infer it—but that the intelligent agent itself, in whatever 


way communicating, invariably claims to be such, and such 
only—most positively denying every other ascribed origin. 
Question that intelligence, whenever, and in whatever variety 
of the manifestations it may appear, and it always gives you 
one answer. It never says, am a “ law, or force of nature ;” 
I am an “undiscovered imponderable;” I am *QOdyle;” nor 
does it say, I am your own brain, working automatically; I 


am the reflex of your own mind; statements which any intel- 
ligence, good or bad, could scarcely have a motive for not ma- 
king, if true;—but, in spite of all cross-questioning and criti- 
cal torture, it avers, invariably and without equivocation, I am 
your father, (brother, son, friend, or other personage, as the 
case may be,) once with you in the body—now in the spirit- 
world. Generally, the communicating intelligence reports it- 
self as the friend or relative of some of the persons present, 
with whom it desires to converse. Sometimes the name is that’ 
of some one never personally known to the circle, but who 
wishes to communicate on some matter or private or public in- 
terest. Prominent among such names of professed spirits are 
those of Bacon, Franklin, Swedenborg, and other worthies of 
earlier or later times. The question of the actual identity of 
these personages will be touched farther on. It is sufficient for 
our present purpose to know that this alleged spiritual origin 
of the manifestations, with its accompanying proofs, or seeming 
proofs, internal and external—such as answers to test-ques- 
tions, personal characteristics, and other marks of identity— 
lies at the basis of the whole structure of Spiritualism. Nor 
can it seem surprising or unnatural, to one looking at the matter 
from this stand-point, that men who are accustomed to observe 
these phenomena from day to day, and in a variety of circum- 
stances, not at public exhibitions, nor before investigating com- 
mittees, but coolly and at leisure, ia their own dwellings, and 
in the privacy of their own families, and who thus, as it seems 
to them, are permitted to converse familiurly—face to face, as 
it were—-with what claim to be the spirits of departed rela- 
tives or friends, whose identity they are unable to disprove, 
and, oftentimes, can scarcely doubt—it cannot seem unnatural, 
we say, that such men—cspecially if the “ wish be father to 
the thought”—should settle down into the conviction that these 
professed loved ones with whom they are conversing, are the 
real loved ones from whom they have been long separated, and 
to whom their affections still cling. Itis not surprising that they 
should become fascinated with the new necromancy, and imag- 
ine a new golden age about to dawn, in which heaven and earth 
shall mingle, and gods and men walk hand in hand in blissful 
harmony, as in the golden age of yore. For no curiosity is 
more natural, or more persistent—no feeling stronger—than 
that which prompts us to inquire into the secrets of the unseen 
world—the home of the departed spirits of our friends—the 
anticipated home of our own. 

But how far such pleasing anticipations are justified by the 
record, the record itself will show. For it is to be noted, that 
the quasi-spirit claims to be only humarn—never divine ; never 
God, nor from God; never to belong to any rank of beings 
higher than man. In all the multiform-Bible’of the Spiritual- 
ists, there is no “ thus saith the Lord”——but only thus saith 
“Swedenborg,” or thus thinketh “Francis Bacon.” The lad- 
der of the Spiritualists, indeed, is not Jacob’s; for though the 
foot of it, plainly enough, is on the earth, the top does not 
“reach to heaven.” Not the “angels of God,” but only men 
are “ascending and descending on it.” Be Spiritualism, then, 
all that it claims to be, it is in no sense a revelation from God, 
but, at most, the unauthoritative utterance of finite and fallible 
men—disembodied indeed—yet no more entitled, for that, to 
influence the conduct, or bind the consciences of their fellow- 
men, than when tabernacling in the flesh. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


oo 
For the Spiritual Age. 


SPIRITUALISM AND SPIRITUALISTS. 

With all the science and general intelligence among the mod- 
ern savans who oppose modern Spiritualism, the same obtuse- 
ness is manifested, which scholastic bigotry has ever displayed 
towards discoverers and inventors. With all the advantages of 
culture, members of professions and teachers are the last to 
be won over to an innovating truth, though it bids fair to bless 
the world. Concerning what is palpable as the shining rays of 
the sun at high noon, like their prototypes, the polished Athe- 
nians, they will say of what is confirmed, “ Thou bringest cer- 
tain strange things to our ears.” This strangeness with which 
they invest whatever is new to them does not cease to be 
strange, till the force of public opinion forces them to admit 
the new and despised fact brought to light. 

An argument of which much account is made, is that there is 
much disagreement among Spiritualists on many subjects, as if 
this disproved its facts. But nothing more is required to 
constitute a Spiritualist but to believe the denizens of the Spir- 
itual realm communicate with the inhabitants of earth. On 
other subjects there may be a thousand opinions without af- 
fecting one’s Spiritualism in the least. A Christian is usually 
styled one who admits the claims set up for the divine origin of 
the Bible, with the understanding that among Protestants, he is 
to interpret this book as it reads to him, and that he may dif- 
fer to any extent he pleases with his Christian brethren on sub- 
jects foreign to religion. Historians and moralists reckon all 
the clashing sects as Christian bodies, and those who compose 
these bodies as Christian men and women. Yet while the 
members of each creed denounce every conflicting creed of an- 
other name, there is a tacit disposition to recognize all sects 
as in some sense, members of the Christian household in one 
Christian community. Allow Spiritualists to take this broad 
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ground touching Spiritualism, and this ism will not look so ob- 
noxious to people asit now does to narrow and contracted 
minds. Spiritualists do not claim it exempts believers from 
all error in opinion because they have truth concerning the 
naked fact that spirits communicate with their friends of earth. 
And for opposers to make this one point of belief responsible 
for every crudity any Spiritualist may accept, is both unjust 
and false. Radicals and conservatives are believers in the 
same creed, yet neither the radical nor the conservative accuses 
his fellow-churchman of being what he is as a result of his re- 
ligious creed. Why will not Christian sectarians be equally 
candid in their representations of Spiritualists and Spiritual- 
ism? Must I endorse every crotchet my brother Spiritualist 
has in his head? or must he endorse every crotchet I have in 
my head? Spiritualists do not so understand the relation of 
Spiritualists to each other. Still, not an error cgn be charged 
home upon a believer in modern ace Ae what the 
bigoted portion of the community hold every Spiritualist re- 
sponsible for it. 

Candor will allow every Spiritualist to confess that Spirit- 
ualism is like the net cast into the sea, which gathered fish of 
every kind, in this one respect, viz:—from all Christian sects and 
from unbelievers of every shade of opinion, it has converts to the 
fact of communication between the visible and invisible worlds, 
As those who have come to an agreement touching this par- 
ticular, have hac a mental discipline as various as the different 
beliefs and disbeliefs in the civilized world, why should it be 
expected all will think alike upon every other matter upon 
which speculative minds are divided? Opposers say some 
Spiritualists hold disorganizing views, that some hold very 
loose opinions concerning the marriage relation. Very pos .. 
sible. But what has this to do with the fact that immortals 
communicate with their friends in the flesh? Can holding li- 
centious opinions render the fact of these communications 
false? This we deny; while we contend that opinions touch- 
ing the social relations are to be determined on their respect- 
ive merits, without regard to whether spirits communicate or 
not. Am I to determine whether there is evidence of the being 
of God on the ground of the morality or immorality of the 
whole Christian profession? Am I to conclude Christianity 
is false because of the licentiousness of many who profesa it, 
or because clergymen sometimes commit crimes which send 
them to prison or the scaffold? I had supposed Christianity 
is to be accepted or rejected for other reasons than these. 

For aught I can learn to the contrary, the Oneida Perfeo- 
tionists and the Mormons believe in the divine mission of Mo- 
ses and Jesus Christ, as firmly as do the Professors at Cam- 
bridge, at Andover, at New Haven, or at Princeton; as firmly 
as do the common members of our most orthodox churches ; 
and in soundness on this head they are as sound as the sound- 
est. The Perfectionist and Mormon cannot well be thrust out 
of the pale of Christendom, because they believe too much to 
start with. Still, our New England churches are ashamed to 
own them as fellow believers in Christianity. But here they 
are, and how much soever there is of disinclination to own 
them, it cannot be done, because their belief determines this 
matter. Taunt our Christian teachers and professors in rela- 
tion to the Mormons and Perfectionists, who claim to be the 
true interpreters of Christianity, and the reply will be, “ This 
is not the form of Christianity we accept.” Concerning Spir- 
itualism, if it has any advocates of disorganizing or licentious 
doctrines, they are not authoritative exponents of my belief 
touching these subjects. They may agree with me respecting 
the fact of spiritual communications from the departed ; fure 
ther than this we are as wide apart as were Dives and Laza- 
rus, with the impassible gulf between them. Would Chris- 
tians accept a process of argumentation which would discard 
the teachings of Jesus Chriat because some who accept his di- 
vine mission couple with it licentious opinions? or will I deny 
God’s existence because cruel and licentious men believe what 
I believe in this respect? Let this Scripture be heeded by 
misjudging churchmen: “ Thou that sayest a man should not 
commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? Thou that ab- 
horrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege ?” A CLERGYMAN, 


SPIRITUAL Growtu.—Be always displeased at what thou 
art, if thou desirest to attain to what thou art not; for where 
thou hast placed thyself, there thou abidest. But if thou say- 
est, I have enough, thou perishest; always add, always walk, 
always proceed; neither stand still nor go back, nor deviate; 
he that standeth still proceedeth not; he goeth back that 
continueth not; he deviateth, that revolteth; he goeth better 
that creepeth in his own way than he that runneth ont of his’ 
way.— Augustine. 


What is this world? A dream within a dream—as We 
grow older, each step has its inward awakening. The youth 
awakes and he thinks from childhood—the full-grown man de- 
spises the pursuits of youth as visionary—the old man looks 
on manhood as a feverish dream. Is death the last sleep? 
No; it is the last final awakening.—Sir Walter Scott. 
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THE MILLENNIUM NOT YET ARRIVED. 
Some over-enthusiastic people, during; the late “ revival” 

excitement, were wont to felicitate themselves in the betief 
that the long-looked for millennium was actually opening upon 
our earth. The zeal and enthusiasm enkindled among " busi- 
ness-men,” and the apparent union and harmony among antag- 
onistic sects, were thought to indicate results such as had nev- 
er before been witnessed. How far these anticipations have 
been realized may be gathered from the following extracts from 
the Boston Jowrnal—a secular paper which did more, probably, 
by its daily exciting reports of “ revival meetings,” to keep 
up and spread the movement than all the so termed “ relig- 
jous” papers of the city put together. Referring to the prev- 
alence of ignorance and crime in our cities, the Journal re- 
cently remarked : 

‘© We often heard the hope expressed during the recent religious in- 
terest, that it would result in so vitalizing the churches and other re- 
ligious organizations of our land that they would inaugurate and vig- 
orously prosecute some method for Christianizing these heathen in our 
own midst. We are not aware that any such measures have been set 
on foot in our own city, where there is abundant need of them.” 

It is useless to hope for the vitalizing of a dead body by 
the application of galvanism. Spasms, contortions and grim- 
aces are the principal effect. The popular church is but an 
, effete body, once vital, but which has subserved its purpose. 

y Its “doctrines,” in the language of Beecher, are but“ the 
“NW. Skins of truth, dried and stuffed.” The “salvation” it brings 
~is theoretical, sentimental, emotional, not practical. Hence it 
can hardly be expected to engage in measures for the prac- 

tical salvation of the ignorant and criminal. Again: 

t: There appears to be more than the usual amount of theological dis- 
cussion going on in the pulpits and in the religious press at the present 
time, and by the vigor with which itis conducted, it is evident that 
those who thought the union of Christians in the recent revival indi- 
cated the advent of the millennium were mistaken. The orthodox pul- 
pit and press are busily enforcing the doctrine of the future endless 
punishment of the wicked, and the Universalist pulpit and press 
are as busily denying this doctrine and advocating their belief 
in the final salvation of the race. The Baptist papers are inter- 
changing compliments with their religious cotemporaries, and are call- 
ing upon their clergymen to speak out more frequently and more boldly 
in support of their peculiar doctrines of close communion and of bap- 
tism by immersion. The Methodist papers, so far as they come under 
our notice, have less of controversial matter>than those mentioncd 
above. We are not sure but there is a good deal of truth in the re- 
mark said to have been made by Henry Ward Beecher, that ‘the secu- 
lar papers of the day exerted a better influence than the professedly re- 
ligious ones; these latter engrossed all the quarrelling; they were bulls 
of Bashan, which had to be shut up in a pasture by themselves.’ ”” 

Once more: the New York correspondent of the Journal— 

an orthodox clergyman, by the way—writes as follows: 
. . “The winding up of the devotional prayer meetings held outside of 
the Fulton street church, has led to the discovery that the committee 
on that subject have run the Christian Association into debt, and the 
settlement of this will cause some trouble. Much that was supposed to 
be gratuitous turns out not to be.. The John street meeting hus quite 
a claim. The sexton demands two dollars a day. The leader of the 
Singing demands fifty cents a day. And inan exciting meeting of 
the Association the payment of these claims or their repudiation was 
the matter of debate.’’ . 

When a certain personage of old irreverently insinuated that 
Job did not “serve God for nought,” he was allowed to put 
the måtter to the test; but after a long and severe trial, gave 

.up worsted. Were these New York Christians delivered into 
his hand for the same purpose, he would only need to point to 
bills rendered to settle the question at once in this case. Cer- 
tainly, “fifty cents” for an hours service, or “ two dollars a 
day,” ought to command very energetic labors in the work of 
the Lord.” And with what propriety modern “ comnfercial 
Christianity” can repudiate such claim, does not appear. 


Another item of evidence is the following, from the same 
clerical source : 


‘*The arrest and imprisonment of Mr. George P. Edgar for fraud in 
the manner of conducting the * Way of Life,” the new revival paper 
that ran along here for about twelve weeks—the fact that he has been 
unable to get bail—and the additional cnarge of fraud preferred by 
his associate, Mr. Henies; has created quite a sensation. Mr. Edgar 

‘was one of the leading men on the committee on devotional meetings, 
and fora long time he was the main prop of the John street daily 
prayer meeting.’’ 

Do not such evidences indicate conclusively that the world’s 
redemption is not to be looked for through a revival of the pop- 
ular religion? Surely, something more thorough and vital is 
required to accomplish the desired end. That something we 
think is clearly involved in the grand Spiritualistic Movement 
of the day, though now in its incipient stages. This we be- 
lieve has been sufficiently shown in previous articles. But 
here is a corroboration from an unexpected quarter ; and which 
we give under the head of fo 
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= THE MILLENNIUM AT HAND. See 


The Rev. Dr. Tyng, a distinguished divine of New York, 
recently preached a sermon at Williams college, in which he 
took ground against the popular ideas of progress to a millen- 

nium. He is thus reported : 


“s He held that all human government, ancient, modern and inter- 
mediate, was but the organization of man’s apostacy from God, whose 
will has never been adopted as the rule of any human government. 
Britain and America no more adopt.the divine authority than did 
Babylon and Persia. They tolerate and respect the religion of Jesus, 
but not out of regard to God, but from respect to the rights of man. 
The Mormons, the Mussulmen, the Idolator and the Christian are all 
alike and equal in the eye of modern- and much vaunted * Christian 
kingdoms.’ They profess no religion, and their people may worship 
, one hundred gods, if they so please. Thus God in his authority is 
banished from the earth. England bows to the coarsest superstition in 
Indis,J and fosters idols among its subjects; while America is prepar- 
"ing to sustain the African slave trade, and both license and legalize 
drunkenness. 


“Dr. Tyng turned to the [Bible] prophecies for his hope and confi- 
dence. Here he found that four successive universal monarchies were 
to rule the world—then to come broken, fragmentary, divided king- 

- doms; all rejecting God—kingdoms of gold, silver, brass and iron; but, 
finally, and as the fifth universal kingdom, when the nations shall be 
ag one, we areto have the real reign of God upon the earth. This is 


~ 
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not, he said,t o come through the slow amelioration and uplifting of 


people and governments—he rejected the ordinary ideas of progress to 
a millennium—but by s mighty and sudden revolution. The four suc- 
cessive universal monarchies of the prophecies were the Babylonian, 
the Persian, the Grecian and the Roman—all had past, and we were 
now going through the chaotic stage, with the world divided among 
rulers into kingdoms, all of man, and illustrating his apostacy, and 
none of God, The succession of the universal reign of God he held 
from prophecy to be near at hand—the lines of prophecy are nearly 
run out; and he exhorted the young men, whom he especially ad- 
dressed, to go forth to the Christian life, prepared and expecting to be 
made the instruments of the new revelation and the great revolu- 
tion.” 

We would: merely add that modern prophecias, like the an- 
cient, indicate substantially the same results ; and the convic- 
tion is rapidly becoming prevalent among spiritualized men 
and women, that a great (perhaps sudden and violent) revolu- 
tion is surely impending, and that a new order of things, a 
real “kingdom of God” on this planet, can come only by build- 
ing on new foundations. The “ reign of God” in the individ- 
ual can be set up only by the renunciation or overthrow of all 
authorities, laws, customs, habits, which are opposed to the 
soul's highest conceptions of right and duty. The same is true 


of nations. A. E N. 
ee 


A HASTY CONCLUSION. 

A writer in the Courier, whose signature is suggestive of 
some “ bright partitwlar star,” thinks D. D. Hume, to bea 
most “ arrant cheat and impostor,” from the fact that in one 
case, while in Boston, “the leg of a pair of pantaloons,” and 
in another “a foot of the medium,” was siezed under the ta- 
ble in the midst of some purported spirit manifestations in 
Hume’s presence. From the statement, however, it does not 
appear to have been shown that Hume’s fect were the instru- 
ments used in producing the phenomena, but rather the con- 
trary. For the manifestations consisted in the ringing of bells, 
the sounding of an accordeon, and the passing about of a bell 
and a watch under the table, the appearance of a child's head 
ina lady’s lap, ete. Much less was it proved that Hume 
himself was the conscious actor. 

It is generally admitted, we believe, by those familiar with 
Mr. Hume as a medium, (we never met him in that capacity,) 
that at times his feet and his hands would be employed (or at 
least seemingly so) as the immediate instruments of physical 
results. Had this been always the case, it would doubtless 
have been impossible to beliéve that any spirit-agency beyond 
his own had to do with the phenomena, notwithstanding his 
persistent disclaimer of conscious agency; and he never could 
in this way, have achieved the slighest reputation as a “ trick- 
ster.” But there were other cascs,-and numbers of them, in 
which such interference on his part was not only out of the 
question, but -utterly incompetent to the results, if exercised. 
These have been abundantly put before the public, on the 
best of testimony ; and against them the snap-judgment of this 
new star in the logical firmament weighs nothing. A. E. N. 

Sat ag EOE 
Spiritual Impressions Universal. 

Rey. Ilenry Ward Beecher said in a recent sermon pub- 
lished in the Independent : 

s There is not a man who, at various times in his life, has not been 
made the subject of special religious impressions through the imagina- 
tion,—that lens which magnifies not only the things that are beautiful 
around us, and visible without it, but which brings into sight things 
that are invisible, and that belong to the spiritual realm. I suppose 
that there is not a man who has not been, almost, under hallucinations 
and trances,—the subject of visions and impressions, that spring into the 
mind, he knows not how or whence. Almost all those rushings and 
dashings of light, of one kind or another,—that are called, if they take 
place in respect to earthly things, poctry, music, or art; all those sud- 
den dashings of meaning that come unawares upon the mind with new- 
er and higher disclosures of truth; all those periods of sudden melting 
and softness which find us gross and leave us more refined ;—these all 
are operations of the imagination, that peculiar faculty that God has 
given to lift us above the gross and the material, and to be the medi- 
um through which we take hold of the invisible.” 

If God has given us “a peculiar faculty” by which to “take 
hold of the invisible,” or which brings into sight “ things 
which belong to the spiritual realm,” itis fair to infer that 
persons, as well as things, belonging to that realm may be 
cognized through the same faculty—aiso that it is right and 
proper to exercise that God-given faculty for all worthy ends. 
In other words, it is right, proper and pious to be an im- 
pressional and seeing medium, and to be the subject of visions, 
impressions, and trances. Isn't that pretty near being a Spir- 
itualist, Bro. Beecher ? A. E. N. 

—— d Oo \ 
Catholics are Spiritualists. \ 

Miss Margaretta Fox, of the Rochester Fox family, and some years 
since a Spiritualist, was admitted into the Roman Catholic church, by 
baptism, on Sunday, 15th inst., at St. Peter’s church in New York. 
This young lady separated herself from the Spiritualists several years 
ago.— Exch. 

We doubt if Miss Fox is, any less a believer in the reality 
of spirit-presence and communion now than before. All intel- 
ligent Roman Catholics with whom we have conversed, are 
Spiritualists. Manifestations and communications from de- 
parted “ saints” are privileges to which the devout among 
them aspire, and which they claim to realize. True, they re- 
gard as “demons” or “devils” all spirits who do not affirm 
the infallibility of Mother Church—but they are Spiritualists 


nevertheless. 
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Nonta-Western ExceLsior — We believe the fact has 
somehow escaped notice in our columns, that this paper has 
recently been enlarged and much improved, and is now pub- 
lished simultaneously at Chicago and Waukegan, Ill. S. I. 
Brapury occupies the editorial chair, and Ira Porter is asso- 
ciate. The Excetsiorn discusses, with much vigor, not only 
the philosophy of Spiritualism, but all questions of Political, 
Social and Religious Reform. May its progress in all re- 
spects be in keeping with the significance of its title—ever 
Hianer. 


To Frienps ix Vermont.—Mr. Lewis B. Moxror, one of 
the editors of this paper, who is now in Vermont, intends to 
be present at the coming Convention at So. Royalton. Those 
of our patrons who are accustomed to pay their subscriptions 
at these gatherings, will then have the opportunity to do so. 

The undersigned would be most happy to comply with the 
cordial invitation of the committee to attend the Convention; 


but circumstances render it impracticable. A. E. N. 
> oo 


iC We were unable to send copies of the SPIRITUAL AGE, last 
week, to all the subscribers of the Age of Proyress, in conse- 
quence of an unexpected falling short of our edition. Hence 
we this week enclose, to such as were necessarily passed by, an 
Extra, containing the announcement of the union, and Bro. 
Albro’s address,—to which the attention of all who receive it 
is respectfully invited. 

es a age 
Morr Grove Merrines.—See another column for addition- 


al announcements of Grove Meetings. 


INHALATION OF COLD MEDICATED VAPORS. 

That there are unprincipled men in all trades and profess- 
ions, whose devotion to self is paramount to their love of 
Truth and their respect for the interests of Humanity, is obvi- 
ously true; and these cases are, in some departments, so nu- 
merous as to occasion general distrust and a disposition to 
question and reject the claims of all. This unreasonable prej- 
udice, however, does not bear with equal force against all the 
professions and pursuits of men. When a real estate specula- 
tor maps out a few building lots, all of which are literally sub- 
merged twelve months in the year, and disguising the impor- 
tant fact of their relations to low-water-mark, goes into Wall 
street and sells them at a high price, we do not, on that ac- 
count, suspect the integrity of every man who hasa farm to 
dispose of. If a jockey by false representations succeeds in 
exchanging his horse for four times his real value in other 
property, and it is subsequently ascertained that the limbs of 
the beast and the morals of the former owner are equally un- 
sound, we never jump at the conclusion that there are no sound 
horses in the world, nor yet that all the owners of horses are 
dishonest men. 

But if the subject be medicine, and the vender of remedial 
agents, in the prosecution of a lawful business, thinks proper 
to adopt a course which, in some of its features and aspects is 
deemed (by the Faculty) to be “unprofessional,” he is quite 
likely to feel the full force of professional indignation and pop- 
ular prejudice. Wehave been credibly informed that adver- 
tising, or making known—througk the medium of the Press— 
the specialties which distinguish one’s practice, is condemned 
by the Faculty as unprofessionad, for what valid reason we 
have never been able to discover. Indeed, there is no reason 
for such an assumption, and no semblance of justice in thus 
blindly rejecting the claims of all who think proper to intro- 
duce themséives in this way, for the legitimate purpose of se- 
curing their share of public patronage. The man who nails 
up his sign by the front door of his house, certainly advertises 
his name, place, and the nature of his business, as truly as 
any man who puts his card in the papers. Now, to make such 
an invidious distinction as represents the man with the wooden 
advertisement, or with the japanned tin professional card— 
published in the street—as all right and exceedingly proper, 
while it condemns the other as an unprofessional practitioner, 
an ambitious empiric or an unprincipled quack, savors far 
more of a stupid and stubborn adhesion to old customs than of 
enlightened reason or common sense. According to Webster, 
a quack is “a boastful. pretender to medical skill which he 
docs not possess.” While there are mdny men of great skill 
and profound erudition in the medical profession, there are also 
many mere pretenders in the several schools of medicine, the 
proofs of whose science are all elegantly printed on sheep-skins 
and hung up in their respective offices. They doubtless do 
business in a professional way. That they advertise exten- 
sively—by having their cases reported in the papers—we are 
also well assured. But they do it with a modest reserve— 
through the agency of those who employ thcir services—and 
according | to the professional method—under the significant 
head of obituary notices. 


We would counsel no man to lightly estimate the responsi- 
bility he assumes in visiting the sick in a professional capacity. 
We have not taken up our pen to apologize for ignorance, nor 
to justify any reckless pretender, who, without knowledge, 
earclessly experiments where life and death arc involved in the 
issue. But we are weary of the senseless cry of “ empiricism,” 
“ quack nostrums,” and “ unprofessional practice,” where the 
specific effects of such remedial agents and the actual results of 
such practice are totally disregarded. There is manifest un- 
fairness and great dishonesty in using such terms as „empiric, 
charlatan and quack, not to represent an “ ignorant pretender” 
to the healing art, but, perhaps, to characterize a very wise 
and skillful physician, who has all the necessary qualifications 


for his profession, except that he has not been through the old 
mill, 

Now if we have occasion to purchase corn we never stop to 
ask whether the man who raised the same “graduated with 
all the honors,” nor are we anxious to know whether the owner 
has taken out a special license to sell grain. If the corn is of 
good quality and the price low, we take it ; and those who are 
chiefly concerned to ascertain whether it grew in Peter Small- 
ey’s garden or on the domain of Professor Greatlook, may, if 
they please, stop to inquire. We have no interest in eliciting 
such information; and we pursue the same course in selecting 
both food and medicine. We determine a man’s essential fit- 
ness to administer to the sick, professionally, and estimate the 
specific value of his remedies by the actual results of his treat- 
ment. It is said that “ the fools are not all dead yet;” and 
if there is one left who would rather die scientifically and pro- 
fessionally Ar the purpose of erecting —in the old church- 
yard—anéther monument to the memory of his family physi- 
cian, it only remains for us to question his wisdom while we 
are constrained to acknowledge that the country is free. Of 


course those sick people who still retain their serses, very nat- 
urally want to be healed—by whom and by what method, are 
questions of little vital consequence to the sufferer. On this 
point we have acquired some valuable information, by a long 
course of observation and at the cost of some painful experi- 
ences. What we have learned may—for the reader’s benefit— 
be very briefly expressed: The most valuable medicine is that 
which assists Nature to effect a cure; and BE IS TUE BEST PHY- 
SICIAN WHO MOST ALLEVIATES THE SUFFERINGS OF MANKIND. 


The foregoing observations have been called forth by the cir- 
cumstances which make it neceessary to refer to Dr. Srong, of 
the Troy Lung Institute, and the success which we believe at- 
tends his treatment in the incipient stages of pulmonary dis- 
ease. The writer having recently permitted the use of his 
name as one of Dr. Stone’s references, has of course been re- 
peatedly applied to for information. To remove the necessity 
for frequent personal applications, and at the same time to 
save the labor incident to writing numerous private communi- 
cations, we will here submit what we have to say on the sub- 
ject. 

It will be apparent on a moment’s reflection that the ordi- 
nary modes of medication—whereby the practitioner attempts 
to reach the diseases of the respiratory organs through the stom- 
ach-—must inevitably involve a slow process and uncertain re- 
sults. The system practiced by Dr. Stone is manifestly more 
direct and certain; and by its intrinsic reasonableness it ap- 
peals to our judgment as likely to be far more efficacious than 
the old treatment which proposes to send medicine to the 
lungs by the way of the alimentary canal. The new practice 
carries the medicine, by the most direct route, through all the 
air-passages to every part of the diseased organs. The whole 
process is gentle and agreeable, and the immediate effects are 
said to be eminently soothing. The several remedial agents, 
being reduced to yielding and impalpable vapors, may, by the 
skill of the physician, be so modified and combined as to sub- 
due the unnatural heat, check the patient’s cough and promote 
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expectoration, at the same time they heal and strengthen the 
the membranes and vesicles when they have been either weak- 
ened or lacerated by disease. 

But the anxious inquirer shall not be left to depend on our 
judgment in a matter of so much importance. We have be- 
fore us several letters from highly respectable gentlemen who 
have been under treatment at Dr. Stone’s Institute. From 
among these testimonies we select two for publication in this 
connection. 


From Rav. Tomas BORDEN, PASTOR OF THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH, 
s Hupson, N. Y. 

To whom it may interest:—About one year ago my health was 
greatly impaired. I was suffering from a pulmonary difficulty, attend- 
ed with extreme pain in the chest, so much so that I was hardly able 
to discharge the duties connected with my profession. I applied to Dr. 
Stone of the Troy Lung and Hygiene Institute, and after using his 
treatment by inhaling cold medicated vapor, and living according to 
his excellent advice, in a short time my vital capacity increased, and I 
can now ssy—comparatively speaking—Iam a well man. I have the 
utmost confidence in Dr. Stone’s treatment in difficulties connected 
with the Throat, Lungs, ete. Taos. BORDEN. 

Tsor, N. Y., April 19, 1858. 


From E. 8. FOSTER, CLERGYMAN. 
CurrıxcsviLLE, Rutland Co., Vt., May 18, 1858. 

Dr. Sroxe: Dear Sir—Having been sorely afflicted with Bronchitis 
and pain in my Chest and Lungs, I was induced to commence a course 
of treatment under your care lsst June; and I am happy to say that 
through your treatment, I have improved rapidly considering the low 
state of my health when you commenced, and I am now hoping to be 
once more a well man. After trying several of the best physicians in 
our country, I must say, that I am fully persuaded that your Cold Med- 
icated Inhalation, as administered at your Institute in Troy, is the 
only proper and efficient means for the cure of Throat and Lung 
troubles. ; 


I would, therefore, recommend all who are predisposed to Consump- 


tion, and all who are actually suffering from its ravages, to make one 
thorough trial of this method with Dr. Stone of the Troy Lung Insti- 
tute,—and to do it in season if they hope for life and long to see good 
days. 
You are at liberty to make what use of my testimony you wish, as 
I shall ever remember my indebtedness to you. Yours with respect, 
E. S. FOSTER. 


We have also a direet and forcible testimony from a clergy- 


man respecting Dr. Stone’s superior skill in the treatment of 


other physical maladies to- which, also, he is accustomed to de- 
vote his special attention. But we have already occupied 
more space than our original design had allotted to this article. 
If, however, it shall be the means of rescuing one poor mortal 
from the pangs of wasting and fatal disease, or save youth and 
beauty from the ashes of a premature decay, it will subserve 
the first and highest purpose of the writer. S. B. B. 


A QUESTION ANSWERED. 

Some months since the question was asked in this paper at 
the instance of a correspondent, “ Whois H. H. Tator?” The 
responses received to this inquiry from various sources were 
such as to indicate that it had not been asked without reason. 
We have given Mr. Tator abundant opportunity to explain or 
disprove, if. he could do so, the charges alleged against him, 
without public exposure; but he has not availed himself of it. 
The following allusion to him in the last number of the North 
Western Excelsior indicates that something is lacking in his 
“development” which prevents his being (in all senses) a reliable 
medium. We certainly hope, with our cotemporary, that Mr. 
T. will immediately turn attention to the remedying of this 
defect. 

‘We consider it our duty, and the duty of every Spiritual journal to 
watch the conduct of our mediums and lecturers, and if we find them 
making pretensions to powers they do not possess, or professing a belief 
they do not entertain, for the purpose of making money; or, being me- 
diums, they make use of their gifts to secure the confidence of and fleece 
the community, to place them in such a light that the public may be 
on its guard. 

“ Entertaining this view, we present our quondam acquaintance 
Henry H. Tator, Esq., who is weil-known in this and neighboring 
counties as an excellent confidence medium, lecturer, editor, etc., who, 
we observe, has developed a new phase of his mediumship—that of impro- 
vising poems. The last Belvidere Standard contains a long poem, said to 
have been improvised by him in fifty-four minutes, The production is 
very good. If Tator would now turn attention to his development 
asa paying medium, and endeavor, (or even evince a desire,) to li- 
quidate board bills, borrowed monies, etc., he would merit, and prob- 
ably receive, more confidence from those wŁo have ever been his 


friends.” 
————— 


Liberal College in Kansas. 


We have received the circular of an association termed 
the “Twin Mound Harmonic College Association,” located 
at Twin Mound, Douglas Co., K. T., of which Henry Hiatt 
is President, and Elizabeth M. F. Denton Secretary, which pro- 
poses to establish an educational institution of a thorough and 
progressive character, at that place, so soon as the necessa- 
ry means shall be raised by the friends of the movement. The 
following articles indicate the spirit of the enterprise: 

Ant. 5. The College shall be for Man and Woman. It shall be 
open to all persons, irrespective of sex, race, complexion, or creed; and 
all chairs or posts of Instruction and Government in it, shall know no 
other test than ability and fitness. The Institution in all its Depart- 
ments, shall be open to all—consecrated alone and forever to Humanity. 


Art. 6. The College shall be dedicated to Freedom. There shall 
be the most absolute Free Thought, Free Speech and Free Investigation 
on all subjects whatsoever. Both the Faculty and the Students, shall 
have an equal and unlimited right to discuss any question, doctrine or 
principle, in theology, morals, or actual life; but no religious, sectari- 
an, nor other creed, shall ever be taught in the Institution. 

Art. 7. The College shall be dedicated to Science. Its aim shall 
be, to instruct in the universal School of Nature, and in the facts and 
laws of the Constitution of Man; and as the result, to harmonize Man 
with Nature, and his own Constitution, and thus develop him into the 
highest perfection of his humanity. 

Persons wishing further information can address the officers 
as above, or William Denton, at Twin Mound, or T. M. Fish, 
Henry, Marshall Co., Ill. 

—— 

t“ Tue LITERATURE or SrirITUALISM.” —We invite special at- 
tention to the article from the New Englander commenced on 
our first page, under this head. It is of so remarkable a char- 
acter, considering its source, that we have thought proper to 
transfer it to our columns entire; which will be accomplished 
in or two more numbers. It contains the most candid and 
fair statement of the position of Spiritualists, and the claims of 
the Spiritual Movement, from the stand-point occupied by its 
author, which we have ever seen; and hence marks the open- 
ing of a new era in the Spiritualistic controversy. The New 
Englander, be it noted, is the exponent of New Haven Ortho- 
doxy, and the writer of the article is an Orthodox clergyman 
—Rev. C. S. Lyman, of New Haven. On some points, as 
was to have been expected, the reviewer fails to rightly repre- 
sent our position, and such errors we shall endeavor to point 
out when the article is concluded. 

Bo a a ER 

The Atlantic Monthly, for September, with several other 
recent publications, are on our table, and will receive an early 
notice, 


Correspondence, 


Letter to 5S. B. Brittan. 

i Newarg, Aug. 6, 1858 

Deak Fxtenp:—This is the first moment I have seen since I so zud- 
denly left you when it has been possible to fulfil my promise; aad now, 
when one’s wit, as well as courage, is oozing 80 rapidly away—and not 


‘content merely with the ‘ finger-ends,’’ but is setting up for itself a 


general evaporation—what can one do better than be dul, seeing we 
must be, and like a true philosopher let it go at that? Let us see—I 
whisper this confidentially, and quite agside—who knows but our read- 
ers are as dull as we—which is nota very improbable thing, with the 
mercury at 90—-who knows but they may mistake our stupidity for 
liveliness, and dream of something very sprightly, and pleasant withal? 
Quite encouraged with this view of the case, I proceed. 

A few hours after leaving you, I was safe on beard the snug and 
trim. little sea-going boat Governor, en voyage for the Land of Roger 
Willams, where the question of ‘*‘ What cheer?” in answered in these 
days by unrivalled Clambakes and Chowders that ‘* speak for them- 
selves.” = 

I like this passage for several reasons. You srenot disturbed during 
the night; and in addition to the charming passage of the Sound in 
the evening, you have the unrivalled scenery of Rhode Island and Nar- 
ragansett Bay, to gladden your eyes in the morning. 

As we went by Blackwell’s Island, the inmates of one of the Prisons 
were out in the grounds in large numbers. They appeared to be enjoy- 
ing themselves in the cool evening air. There were many vivacious and 
even graceful groups and single figures among them, dancing, promena- 
ding and waltzing; and if we could but have imagined them free peasants 
in their peculiar costume, the effect would have been charmin g» and in- 
spiring withal. I could not forbear the thought, in passing, that if 
they had had something more of this, instead of the horrible experi- 
ences they had come to know—if Society had begun, by opening means 
of sustenance and happiness, providing rewards for good behavior, in- 
stead of transgression —what different fortunes would have been theirs? 
Or if now half of the money that is spent in Punishment, could be do- 
voted to genial and healthful Amusement, what undreamed-of changes 
Would soon bear witness to the wisdom of such measures! But instead 
of it, all the powers and forces of society converge to this— first, to 
create wrong, and then punish it. As we were fast recedin g, I looked 
at the poor creatures with a-vague and horrible wonder at the darkness 
that hung over them. How many lives among them would be cut 
short in the midst of their strength, by violence or crime? What 
paths, leading to all unknown mysteries of wickedness, suffering and 
shame, were stretching out or suddenly closing up before them! And 
alas! how few would ever turn back to the pleasant vallies and the 
protecting hills of innocence and peace. No; we have cursed—we 
have blighted—we have denounced—we have doomed them; far, far 
below the garments that they wear, we have set n mark—we have 
burnt in a brand of shame, that never can be eradicated. And yet I 
know that they have never chosen these wrongs. They have not willed 
to do and be so. If any one doubts this, let him see the foul dens and 
cellars of New York, where Humanity mires and festers, from infancy 
up, and tell me if there is one among all those heaps that would not 
choose comfort and cleanliness, instead thereof. And thus the human 
being is always, in some sort, true to himself; for he never wholly loses 
the instinct of what is due to himself, by aspiring, with every possible 
opportunity, toward better conditions. Shall we ever be able to reach 
the hard hearts and obtuze minds of those who govern these things ? 
If not, there is no hope of renovation; for only through truer condi- 
tions can we do any great and lasting good to the fearfully increasing 
classes of Pauperism and Crime. 

I return to the starting point, to see how wholly I forgot myself, when 
I so seriously meant to be merry. Anybody who talks philosophy in 
this weather, is as legitimate a subject of lynching as Dr. Nott, orany 
other expounder of the laws of heat, or the facts of heating. Let 
them all go to the North Pole if they will, and make a return in the 
shape of evaporating icicles, How the very word makes us dream of 
coolness! I meant to tell you much of this favorite passage; but if 
you want to know more, just step aboard the Governor—where every 
one, and the very boat itself, seems to haves happy trick of making 
you feel at home—and learn these things for yourself. 

We had great rejoicings here last evening, on account of the happy 
news concerning the master achievement of the age; and the beaatifal 
blue eyes of your own leal and fair layde were sparkling through the 
joyful tears, as with true motherly care she bent over her sick babe— 
forgetting even him for a moment, in contemplation of the great era 
which this event must surely usher in. Henceforth there will be no 
boundaries, for all things will be possible to human power. 

But I trespass on the rights of better writers; and fearing you will 
cut me, I will perform the operation myself, and cut my “thread of 
discourse’? short off; but, as you may infer from the extent of my 
voyaging, I am so good a sailor as to be able to ‘* splice”? it on again— 
to some wider space and cooler day. Bidding you God-speed, 

š I remain fraternally yours, a. 


Natick, Mass. 

Broruer NEWTON :—It may not be uninteresting to many of your 
readers to know of the interest awakened in our village, in the cause of 
spiritual truth. We have not perbaps been far behind other country 
villages in progressive knowledge; but many minds have needed some- 
thing more tangible than ‘‘ philosophic deductions’? or ‘* theoretical 
speculations.” Many believed but were indifferent; others were in 
doubt, but ready to believe when sufficient evidence of spirit manifesta- 
tion should Present itself. For the purpose, therefore of obtaining a 
higher light, a holier communion with our own souls, as well as with 
the invisibles, we obtained the services of Mrs. Jennie H. Foster, of 
Lowell, trance speaker and developing medium, from the 10th to the 
17th of the present month. Free public circles for speaking, discus- 
sion, development and delineations, were held every evening with in- 
creased interest. The timid have become strong, the indifferent are 
much more interested in the good work, while some bigoted sectarians, 
may date the period of their conversion to these meetings, 

We have had many able lecturers here, who have done much in ad- 
vancing the cause of truth, but I think the manner of reaching the in- 
dividual through the circle as conducted by Mrs. Foster, has been fall 
as successful, to say the least. Many of the tests of spirit-presence 
through her were so incontestible as to be overwhelming. Her delinea- 
tions were the best I have ever heard. Suffice it to say, general satis- 
faction was given, and all were anxious for her to protract her visit. 
She carrics with her the grateful remembrance of many a true heart. 
May her superior gifts be better known and appreciated. R. P. 

Naticg, July, 1858. 


Baltimore, Md. 


Frrexp Newrox: * * * * During the past four or fire weeks 
we have not had any lectures. The weather has been, at times, ex- 
tremely hot, and Spiritualists sgem to have an especial objection to the 
impure atmosphere produced by crowded halls in hot weather. 

Our last speaker was Miss Emma Hardinge, who was the instrument 
through which the bright inhabitants of a higher sphere gave us les- 
sons of wisdom, couched in words of love and truth. The audiences 
were not so large as they would have been but for the excessive heat; 
much good has, however, been accomplished by her two visits to Balti- 
more, for thought has been awakened in many good minds. 

The eloquent Ambler is now here spending the month of August 
with his family, previous to his labors in the South-west, which will 
commence in September. Before he leaves we will probably have the 
privilege of listening to the inspired thoughts which will fll in words 
of living light from his lips. 

The friends of the cause in Baltimore sre persevering, steadfast and 
faithful to the trast which has been reposcd in them. Few in number, 
and not strong in external means, they, nevertheless, meet with decis- 
ion, firmness and courage all the sneers, scoffs and vituperation which 
may be cast upon them. 

During the past year the fears of the clergy have been fully aroused, 
aud, by many of them, no effort is spared to infuse erroneous views 
upon this subject into the minds of the feminine and youthfal members 
of every family to which they have access. The secular Press—partic.. 
ularly that most dignified and respectable member of it, the ‘* Ameri- 
can’?—-has showered obscene and filthy abuse upon Spiritualism and 
Spiritualists whenever it has been able to gather such offal from the’ 
garbage carts of literature, which poison the moral atmosphere of our 
country with their pestilential exhalations. To some extent this course, 
pursued by press and pulpit, has lessened the attendance upoa the 
public lectures, but private circles are increasing in number, and a 
e ady and healthy growth is clearly perceptible. 
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Our next lecturing seagén will commence on the first Sunday in Oc- A ey Pork md i inity. 


tober and continue until the first of Jane. We would be pleased to 
Conference at the Lyceum, Clinton Hall, Astor Place, 


have letters from such speakers as may feel disposed to spend two or 
three weeka with us, stating the time at which they can come, and the 


PIRITUATL AGE. | ; 
= 


Comp tn of Hats. Grove Meeting at Milford, Mass. 
The Spiritualists of Milford, Mass., and vicinity, will hold a meeting 
Extraordinary Narrative. 


in the Grove of John Gilbert, on Tuesday, Aug. 24th, commencing at 
10 o’clock, A. M. 8. B. Brittan, Adin Ballou, Miss Frances Davis, 


terms upon which they are willing to lecture. 


A “ Healing Medium?’ from your city (Mrs. Leyon) is now in Bal- 
timore, and may be the instrument of much good. She is not yet reg- 


ularly established, but will open her office early next week. 
With esteem and affection, Yours very truly, 
Aug. 8, 1858. Was. A. DANSEIN. 
——— +O 


A Prophecy—and Something More. 
Surron, N. H., Aug. 8, 1858. 


Mr. Newron: Sir—I write in obedience to spirit-impression, of things 


about to happen, that it may first be published to the world from the 
BPIBITUAL AGE. 
A new political party is about to arise—suddenly—like the rising 
ofthe wind. The star of ita platform will be the star of freedom. It 
shall prevail, and rule the councils of this nation, and many things 
opposed to the spirit of universal freedom, shall be stricken down. 
Also Iam impressed to take the SPIRITUAL Ace, and accordingly 


herein enclose one dollar for that purpose. Truly yours, 
Frang CHASE. 


[The last-mentioned ‘‘ impression’? of our correspondent so com- 
mends itself to our approbation that we incline to give ear to the 
«word of prophecy’? which heis moved to utter—at least, until it 
shall be proved fallacious. Albeit, the enunciation seems a little ob- 
scure, inasmuch as political platforms are not wont to be illuminated 
with stars. But perhaps that of the new and victorious party is to 
prove an exception to all common experience.—a. E. N.] 

PAES E Ces OP Se 
New Laborers in the West. 


- Laporte, Ind., Aug. 16th, 1858. 


Ens. Ace:—You will confer a favor upon the friends of progress by 
publishing the following names in your list of lecturers: 

Sanrorp Nites speaks in the normal state. Mr. M. has given occa- 
sional lectures upon Spiritualism ond kindred topics, during the last 
ten years, but has now taken the field as a “fixed fact. Mrs. ESTHER 
Nites TaLMADGE speaks in trance-state, discerns spirits, prescribes for 
the cure of disease. A. F. TALMADGE, healing medium. 

These are travelling together, a trio of. earnest laborers in the great 
field of reform—healing body and soul. Some very strong and beau- 
ful tests were given during their visit to this place. In sbout one 
month they intend going to Illinois, via Valpariso and Crown Point, 


v 


Ind. Those desiring their services will address Sanford Niles, care of 


Dr. M. Nevins, Laporte, Ind. M. Nevins. 


i—mar ooo 
Condensed Correspondence, 


HeENNIEER, N. H.—According to previous announcement, a social 
gathering convened at ‘‘Spirit-Spring”’ on the 8th inst. About fifteen 
towns were represented by many hundreds, who listened with fixed at- 
tention to the calm, deep and elevating utterances, from the spirit- 
realm. Elliott, Currier, Bowker, Greenleaf, Abbott and Coggsweil, pro- 
claimed liberty to the sectarian captive; life and love, present and pros- 
pective, to all their brothers in the earth-life. Much good seed was 
sown whose ripened fruit will be gathered after many days. The ties 
which unite the invisible church, the church of progressive humanity, 
were extended and strenghened. 

Good accommodations have recently been furnished near the spring 
for about twenty persons at reasonable charges, and the hotel, a mile 
distant, is ever ready to receive visitors. E. 


AnoTHER JUVENILE Speaken.—Mr. A. Bushnell, of Napoli, N. Y., 
writes : 

«c Spiritualism is advancing here. It is the main subject of discussion 
at present. A young girl of fifteen summers was developed as a speaking 
and trance medium in February last. Her name is Elizabeth Low, of 
the town of Lion, Cattaraugus Co. She is out of a very ordinary fam- 
ily, uneducated, but is destined to compete with Cora Hatch. I have 
spoken with her for the last eight Sabbaths, and she is completely con- 
founding her neighbors. It is impossible to get rooms for her to speak 
in that will contain the congregations.’’ 


F. L. WADSWORTH AT THE West.—Dr. Beck, of Delphi, Ind., says- ~ 
*¢ Bro. Wadsworth lectured here last week to good houses. The inter- 
est has increased since his former visit, and he is much improved as a 
speaker— giving entire satisfaction to Spiritualists and terrible blows to 
old superstition and its waning advocates.” 


Tue NEWMARKET Picxic.—A correspondent at Dover, N. H. suggests 
that as the Picnic recently held in that vicinity was not very fully at- 
tended, on account of the unfavorableness of the weather, it is the de- 
sire of many Spiritualists in that section that another be appointed in 
some central place. Who will move in the matter? 


Boston and Vicinity. 


The Plymouth Convention. 

We were unable to be present on this interesting occasion, but learn 
that the Convention was organized by the choice of the following offi- 
cers: E 

Dr. H. F. Gardner, of Boston, President; Rev. D. F. Goddard, of 
Chelsea, and I. Morton, of Plymouth, Vice Presidents; B. H. Crandon, 
Elizabeth Doten, and Dr. A. B. Child, Secretaries. 

A series of Resolutions was discussed, of which we have room to 
copy only the following: 


Resolved, That the facts of Modern Spiritualism, in -their nature, variety and ex- 
tent, furnish a needed physical basis for faith in supernal things, to this materialistic 


_ age; that these evidences are not surpassed in efficiency by those of historic Chris- 


tianity; and that the same hypothesis, could it be found, which should explain away 
the former, would sweep its devastating course also through the pages of the Bible, 
and leave mankind without any reasonable faith beyond the grave. 

Resolved, That Spiritualism has descended low because it is to elevate a world; 
and that its first phase is physical because its last result is tobe physical,even the 
inauguration of the literal kingdom of heaven upon this planct. 

. Resolved, That whatever exists or has existed, was and ia right, in its time and 
place; is a legitimate part in the great drama of human progression, and only in this 
sense can the scripture be received which saith—“ charity belicveth all things.” 

Resolved, That while we recognize the doctrine of “ God in all” as a logical basis of 
comprehensive charity and a help to interior rest, the work of redemption is to go on 
through the conscious free agency of men and women on earth and in the spheres. 
Hence lower conditions are to be described as lower, the penalties of the same to be 
declared, and, with love in our heart toward the sinn r, warfare is to be waged on 
every form of darkness. 

We are informed that the occasion was one of much harmony and 
interest. The principal speakers were D. F. Goddard, I. Morton, Dr. 
Child, Loring Moody, and Miss Doten (entranced), who has been re- 
ported as‘having renounced Spiritualism. She is said to be a speaker 
of superior abilities. 

On Sunday afternoon, a lively interest was excited by the giving of 
& public test through Mr. Mansfield, which completely negatived an as- 
sertion of Prof. Grimes, made in that place, that such a thing could not 
be done. Miss Doten was also controlled by spirits purporting to be 
some of the Old Puritans, whose speaking was quaint and antiquated, 
but extremely interesting. 

eg ig EAA 
Notice to Spiritualists. 

The Spiritualists of Lowell and vicinity will hold a Proxic at 
Harmony Grove, in Reading, on Wednesday, the Ist of September, and 
do most cordially invite their brothers and sisters in Boston and vicinity, 
and those in towns along the Boston and Maine Railroad; also all others 
who feel disposed, to meet them at the above-mentioned time and place, 
in one, general gathering of the friends of Spiritualism, snd spend 
one day in the interchange of kind affections. Again we say, come 
one, come all; bring your speakers and meet us, and we will receive 

_ you with open arms and warm hearts, and spend the day in the “* feast 
of reason and flow of soul.’? Should the day prove stormy it will be 
held on Thursday, Sept. 2d, and should both prove stormy, it will be 
omitted altogether. Beng. Broop, Jr., Pres’t of Association. 

——— chan 

We would call attention to the announcement of Dr. Lyon, in another 
column, of a lecturing tour in Massachusetts and Vermont. The Dr. 
comes among us with good recommendations as an able and eloquent 
speaker. We trust he will find large audiences in every place he 
proposes to visit. 

SS ee 

As our paper goes to press on Tuesday, we can give no account of 

the Abington Picnic till our next number. 


Frivay EVENING, Aug. 138th. 


Dr. Ozton said, that the position taken by Dr. Gray, on several oc- 
cagions, that all men mae a gain, on passing to the spirit-world, was 
open to serious objections. It is observed that persons on coming into 
a trance-state, exhibit increased intellectual powers, and a keener moral 

seuse; and this, Dr. Gray takes as an illustration of the change pro- 
duced by death, and makes his conclusion accordingly. But such a 
result is not a necessary or logical sequence. There is this difference 
between a person in a trance state and a spirit,—the trance subject’s 
condition is abnormal; for the time being his grosser propensities are 
laid asleep, and he comes out into his higher nature—as we sometimes 
witness with the dissolute and depraved, when their better feelings are 
appealed to; but on dropping the body, this same trance subject would 
come into a normal condition, with all his faculties and passions awake, 
and ready to assert their influence. Hence, no conclusion of a neces- 
sary change for the better, on passing to the spirit-world, can be based 
on observations made on trance-subjects and clairvoyants. 

br. Gray asked leave to correct, or reply to, a statement made by 
Mr, Tiffany, in a recent number of the Banner of Light, in relation 
to his views of crime. He read portions of Mr. Tiffany’s article, and 
said: The difference between ‘‘ purity and impurity,’’ as he regarded 
it, is one of degree as to orderly unfoldment, or growth; while Mr. 
Tiffany, and all of the old school, hold, that it is an essential elementa- 
ry difference in the very love principle of our nature. The Doctor held 
that all loves, in their germinal aspect, are holy, and that their orderly 
and holy manifestation, or the reverse, depends on the degree of com- 
prehension as to the tree and normal methods of their gratification; 
and this depends on organization as to growth and evenness of balance. 
The difference, then, was as real between orderly and disorderly con- 
duct, in this scheme, as in the old one. As to the reliability of spirit- 
communications, in the popular sense, he had always protested against 
placing dependence upon them. But he believed that false and foolish 
communications are due to the action of mind on this plane, and not 
on the other. He might be mistaken in this, but he demanded proof of 
those who contend that they come from the spirit-world. Men’s minds 
impress one another here; and if he were to receive a communication 
announcing that there are three Gods; or, if he were a psychological 
subject, and should be directed to look at that rabbit with two tails, and 
should seem to see it, he, nevertheless, should conclude that these mani- 
festations were due to the earth-plane, and not to the spiritual. Noth- 
ing should be referred to spirits which can be accounted for on this plane. 

The Doctor was subjected to a severe catechism, and proof demanded 
of the earthly origin of manifestations claiming to be spiritual. He 
was asked if he ever relied cn his impressions. He replied, with some 
hesitation, that he had been in the habit of so doing, to a certain ex- 
tent; but that the philosophy of the generation of ideas cannot be ex- 
plained, any more than the generation of plants, animals and men. A 
man cannot get behind himself, and examine the processes of his own 
psychical and mental mechanism. 

Again, continued the Doctor, as to the value of imperfection. Mr. 
Tiffany asks if vice is necessary to the vicious, how are the virtuous to 
get along without it? He had never believed this. He acknowledged 
a difference between good and evil; a vast difference between infancy 
and youth, and between youth and adult age. He objected to evil in 
the sense of a positive creative source. Our highest thought on the 
subject of vice and punishment, was entertained by the Man of Naza- 
reth. But if we were perfect, what would there be left for us to do? 
Unfoldment is our destiny from the beginning through eternity. The 
essence within is divinely pure. The desire for happiness is the central 
motive of all. Diseased constitutions of body, and bad influences, make 
the difference between men; but hehad never wished to confound purity 
with impurity, virtue with vice; and Mr. Tiffany had put words in his 
mouth which he had never used. He, however, tendered a public apol- 
ogy to Mr. T. for having said that Mr. T. was in the endeavor to con- 
struct a new plan of authoritarian interpretation of spirit-communica- 
tions. He had not at the time read Mr. T.’s lectures fully, and was 
vexed by the extracts made in the Oberlin paper. This was the first 
time he had deviated from his practice and rule of criticising the words, 
and not the man. 

Dr. Orton said: There is a wide distinction between impurity and 
a lack of development, which should be sharply made, and constantly 
borne in mind. A rotten apple, or a rotten man, is no natural or nec- 
essary part of an orderly display of the process of development. He 
would ask Dr. Gray if he felt himself as pure now as he was when an 
infant. 

Dr. Gray: There is a heavenly side and an earth side to every hu- 
man faculty. There must be food for the body and food for the mind. 
In infancy the animal part is only operative. The infant knows only 
to eat and drink. As he comes higher, he comes into the spiritual. 
Adam and Eve were more respectable after the fall, as specimens of un- 
folding manhood, than they were before. 

Dr. Orton: In infancy, the affectional nature, rather, is operative. 
The infant can love as hard as any one, and that is its life and joy. 
Its loves are then pure, and love is spiritual. But as it grows, it comes 
out into the natural, the animal, and its loves are contaminated. 
Henceforward, no amount of development, as commonly understood, 
will purify those loves. He may become the most learned man of his 
age, and at the same time be the most corrupt. History, indeed, shows 
this to have been the common order of unfoldment. There is only one 
way in which such a man can right himself; and that is, instead of re- 
lying on continued development, to subdue himself to the simplicity 
and purity of his early loves, when he was a little child. This will 
open to him the gates of heaven again, and restore him to the point 
from whence he started. 

Mr. Orvis said, he could not understand Dr. Gray’s Spiritualism. 
On his theory, what evidence is there that any spirits have ever com- 
municated? The Man of Nazareth, as Dr. G/calls him, promised to 
communicate by his spirit. Again, as to good and bad, if all depends 
on organization and circumstances, where do you find evil? 

Dr. Gray: The physical manifestations are the rock on which Spir- 
itualism stands. The trance-state is collateral evidence. An eye to see 
two hundred miles, when the external eye is closed, proves an internal 
organization; and this isan evidence of immortality; for this inner 
structure would seem to have been made in vain, unless it is to havea 
continuous life. The consciousness of mediums is not evidence. The dec- 
larations of Christ as to the origin of his inspirations, are not evidence. 

Mr. Bruce: If I were to be dragged out of my chair by some invis- 
ible power, would that be evidence? - 

Dr. Gray: No; it would only be evidence that some other will was 
operating with yours, for the two must be in conjunction. 

Mr. Orvis: What evidence have you that the pbysical manifesta- 
tions are performed by spirits? 

Dr. Gray: I have seen a human hand—a ninth hand, exhibited, 
when but four persons were at the table; and also Henry Gordon car- 
ried sixty or seventy feet through the air, in my own parlors, at such 
a height that I could only touch him with the tips of my fingers. 

Dr. Onron: How do you know that you were not psychologized— 
that this was not all fantasy ? 

W. P. Cores: What evidence have you aside from the declarations 
of the spirits themselves? 

Dr. Gray: The communications that came at the time were a part 
of the evidence. 

Dr. Massey: We all know there is a point in man which can be im- 
pressed by spirit, where our opn spirits come in contact with our physi- 
cal, and where, also, one mind impresses its ideas on another. 

J. F. Cones: Weare all liable to mistakes. Bro. Tiffany expressed 
his opinions, as he had a perfect right to do, and Drs. Hallock and 
Gray, instead of disproving them, thought he was trying to set up for 
a pope, and fell foul of him. Tiffany has now committed the same er- 
ror. But we have popes here, as large as anywhere. Calkin gives us 
his spiritual experience, and Dr. Gray says heis bilious. But Dr. 
Gray sces a spirit-hand, and a man carried through the air, and he is 
in good health and of a sane mind. He had had some experience with 
spirit-hands. He had seized one, and though others had been able to 
see the finger-nails upon it, he had found it nothing but astuffed glove. 
As to good and evil, right and wrong, he thought there was a great 
deal of unnecessary confusion in men’s minds. If he had an oyster- 
knife thrust into him, it made little difference to him whether it was an 
undeveloped oyster-knife, or a devilish oyster-knife. In cither case it 
is needlessly destructive, and that is what we call evil. J. R. 0. 

—— 

Among the speakers engaged for the approaching Convention at Utica, 
are A. J. Davis, Dr. Hallock, Mrs. E. W. Farnham, R. P. Wilson, Mary 
F. Davis, Dr. Orton, Dr. Smalley, Ira B. Davis, E. R. Swackhammer, 
and E. F. Underhill, of N. Y. ; 


The following is published in the Hartford Daily Post, from a cor- 
respondent at Middletown, Ct. We putiton record for what it may 
be worth,—simply remarking that such extraordinary statements 
should be vouched for by responsible names. Can any one of our 
Middletown friends inform us of its reliability ? A. E. N. 

Dear G.—Knowing you take an interest in all facts relative to Spir- 
itualism, and that you have devoted much attention to its phenomena 
ever since you attended the manifestations at Manchester, in company 
with Professor B » [thought you would be interested in some re- 
markable proofs of spirit power that our little circle here at Middle- 
town have been favored with. You know that, until recently, we have 
had no highly developed medium among us, and our sittings have only 
resulted in the production of the ‘* raps’? and some of the more ordi- 
nary physical manifestations. But Messrs. M and H——~, and 
Miss P > have lately developed with an astonishing rapidity, and I 
venture to state that there at present no more powerful mediums in the 
country. Miss P., particularly, seems to be most wonderfully suscep- 
tible to the spirit influence, and through her we have had some truly 
astonishing revelations. Such, however, is her dislike of notoriety, 
that it is with great difficulty that she can be induced to exercise her 
gizts even before her personal friends. She consented, however, to be 
present at a circle that met last Wednesday. evening at the house of 
Mr. H.; and it is concerning what there transpired that I am now wri- 
ting to you. 

At eight o’clock we had all assembled, and Messrs M. and H. seated 
themselves at the table. I need not describe the table to you: it was 
the heavy oaken table you have so frequently seen at our previous 
meetings. The gas was turned off down so that only a faint jet gavea 
ghastly illumination to the room. For some time there was no evi- 
dence of spiritual presence, and no response to the queries of the medi- 
ums, but at the end of half an hour, with a sudden jerk, the table rose 
about two feet from the floor, and instantly settled again. Almost be- 
fore we had recovered from the slight start the suddenness of this ac- 
tion had given us, an invisible hand was at the piano tripping over the 
keys with a skill that even Thalberg might envy, and bringing forth a 
music that but few ever hear in this mortal pilgrimage. Sweet and 
sad, it awoke echoes in my soul that long had slumbered, and I could 
almost have wished that with its closing cadences my own spirit might 
have winged its flight to realms where such strains were born. Sud- 
denly the music changed to a lively dancing tune, to which the table 
beat time with an accuracy that was as marvellous as it was amusing. 

All this time there had been only the feeble light from one diminished 
burner in the room, All at once the music ceased, and from every 
burner in the room, lit by some mysterious agency, the gas glared 
blindingly into our eyes. Raps of unusual loudness came from every 
point of the apartment, and the table at which H. and M. had all the 
while been sitting rose rapidly from the floor, and, passing beyond the 
control of the mediums, became what I can call by no better name 
than a volcano of raps. Gradually it descended, and the rapping 
ceased. 

At this moment our attention was called to the singular conduct of 
Miss P. She had risen from her seat, and was standing like a statue 
in the middle of the room. Every particle of color had fled from her 
features, except where in the centre of eack cheek a hectic spot fever- 
ishly burned. ‘* Bring a box,” said she, in a tone that sounded 
strangely unnatural, ‘‘a box large enough to contain any object in the 
room.’? It so happened that the piano in the room had been put up 
that very day, and the box in which it had been packed was still on 
the premises. With some difficulty it was brought into the room, and 
we all seated ourselves in anxious expectation of what was to occur. 
Instantly the light was extinguished; there was a momentary clatter- 
ing about the box; again the room was illuminated. There stood the 
box, and for a moment we saw nothing peculiar about it, but a glance 
around the room showed us that the piano had disuppeared. Even 
while we were looking at it the cover flew off, and there was the piano 
as perfectly packed as the manufacturer himself could have done it. 
A second time the room was darkened, a second time re-lighted. The 
piano was replaced, and the box was empty. 

And now there occurred some marvels, which I almost hesitate to 
place on paper, certain that it will task your credulity as it would mine, 
to have received them from any other source than my own senses. I 
have even now hardly recovered from the profound sensation that they 
awakened within me. Could the eyes of all humanity have beheld 
these wonders, Spiritualism would no longer need an advocate, 

The piano-box still remained in the room, the cover—composed of 
three pieces of board—resting on the floor. A third extinguishment of 
the light was followed by the instantaneous sound of groaning coming 
from the box. The groans grew so loud, and were so evidently trom a 
person in distress, that several of us sprang simultaneously toward the 
box. The cover was on and fastened, so that it was childish to attempt 
removing it without implements. The groans increased, and with a 
chill of horror I sprang to the door. That too was fastened, and we 
were prisoners to the spirit~power. At that time I felt a distinct press- 
ure, as near as I can express it, like a strong cold wind pushing me 
back to my seat, which I was finally forced into in a state of terror 
that I never before experienced. It was entirely dark, and the stillness 
was only broken by that fearful groaning from the box. Finally it 
ceased, and a silence ensued that was scarcely less terrible. Suddenly, 
with a shock that struck upon my nerves like a thunder-clap, the box 
was apparently shivered to fragments, and there, in the centre of the 
room, stood Miss P., a halo of delicate spindles of light playing about 
her whole person. ‘Speak, friends,’’ said she, ‘and ask what ques- 
tions you choose.’’ 

So startling was the effect of this sudden apparition, and so thor- 
oughly overcome were the nerves of every one present, that it was sev- 
eral moments before any one found tongue to speak. Several questions 
were, however, finally propounded, to which responses were received, 
both from the medium and from raps that were made all about the 
room. J l 

A question was put by some one, inquiring whether a certain spirit 
was present. An affirmative response was given. Several questions 
and answers followed, and finally it was asked, ‘* Is the spirit happy?” 
There was no response. The raps ceased, and the medium disappeared 
as suddenly as she had risen before us. There was another period of 
perfect silence, and the intense darkness revived my previous nervous 
agitation. At this time a most singular phenomenon attracted my at- 
tention. I felt, so to speak, as though the room was expanding. Iex- 
perienced a sensation as of a breeze blowing upon me from off ice- 
fields. Ata vast distance, as it appeared to me, though it could have 
been but a few feet, I perceived a pale glimmering of light about the 
size of a man’s hand. It enlarged and brightened, until it attained 
the size of an ordinary cart-wheel, and a considerable brilliancy. Fi- 
nally, in its centre there began to be faintly visible the lineaments of a 
face. More and more distinct it grew, until it developed into a counte- 
nance whose seraphic beauty entranced my every sense. I know not 
how long this delightful vision had absorbed my attention, but in the 
midst of my soul’s ecstasy a startling shriek broke the enrapturing 
spell, The vision faded away, and a flood of light poured from every 
burner in the room. The piano-box stood in the middle of the room, 
exactly as it had been first brought in. Everything was precisely as it 
was at the beginning of our sitting, save that there was one lady who 
had fainted, and Miss P. was in a trance, from which we found it im- 
possible at that time to rouse her. fe 

I have thus given you the particulars of these extraordinary mani- 
festations of spiritual power. I fear that you cannot help being inered- 
ulous, even knowing, as you do, that I never indulge in cxaggeration 
for the purpose of effect. * * * B 
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- Startling Musical Manifestation. 

W. Smith, a prominent citizen of Red Creek, states, says the Clarian, 
that two years since his eldest daughter was engaged toa professor of 
music, and the day and hour of the marriage was fixed. A fèw days 
before the appointed nuptial time, the professor was killed by an acci- 
dent on the railroad. The wedding-day arrived, but mourning was in 
the house of feasting. The parlor with the piano at which the intended 
had often sat discoursing the richest melody, was deserted, and the be- 
reaved bride was wrapped in silent grief.‘ Just as the clock struck an- 
nouncing the hour the wedding was to have taken place, the young lady 
was startled by the sound of a familiar tune on the piano in the parlor, 
and the playing was in such imitation of her intended, she arose and 
ran towards the room with mingled emotions of awe and wonder. But 
no one was found in the parlor or near it. The whole family heard the 
music and testify to the fact that it must have been by the invisible 
bridegroom, who came to fulfil his promised engagement. 


trance-medium, from Lansingburgh, N. Y., and others, are expected to 
favor us with addresses on the occasion. General invitation is given to 
all. W. W. Durcuer. 
—— mm 
Grove Meeting at Kiantone, N. Y. 

A Grove Meeting, to continue three days, commencing on Friday the 
10th day of September, will be held at the MaaneTtIC Sprinas, Kian- 
tone, Chautauque Co., N. Y., to consider the following among other 
subjects : 

1. The Great Wants of the Present Age. 2. The need of a greater 
degree of Freedom. 3. The Purposes and Plans of the Spirit-world. 4. 
A Divine Commerce. 5. The Homes of the Future. 6. Regeneration 
and Generation. 7. The Culture of the Soil. 

Able speakers from Boston, New York, Cleveland, Chicago, and other 
locations, are expected to address the meeting. 

For the Association of Unionists, 
MAGNETIC SPRINGS, Kranrone, N. Y., J. M. STERLING. 
Aug. 1, 1858. } T. S. SHELDON. 
aE e hg 
PHILANTHROPIC CONVENTION, 
TO OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD, g 
TO BE HELD IN MECHANICS’ HALL, UTICA, ONEIDA CO., N.Y., 
On the 10th, llth, and 12th of September, 1858. 


“ Let no one call God his Father, 
Who calls not man his Brothor.”? 

The fact cannot be disguised, that modern theories of sin, evil, crime, 
and misery, are numerous and extremely conflicting. Not Jess antago- 
nistic are existing laws, systems, and institutions, respecting the rear- 
ing of children, and the treatment of criminals. The vindictive and 
coercive code has been for centuries administered to the workers of in- 
iquity; yet vice and crime seem to be increasing, in proportion to the 
spread of civilization. The intelligent and benevolent everywhere be- 
gin to believe that this prevalence of crime and suffering is mainly 
traceable to erroneous doctrines, respecting man and his acts, out of 
which have been evolved equally erroneous systems of education, ty- 
rannical institutions, and depraving plans of punishment. 

Therefore, we, the undersigned, believing that a true philosophy of 
human existence and conduct will ultimate in more ennobling institu- 
tions and philanthropic systems of education, hereby invite all thought- 
ful ond humane persons of every profession, or form of faith, to be 
present and take part in a Convention, with a platform perfectly free 
to all who can throw what they believe to be true light upon TuE 
Cause anp Cure or Evin, 

We desire the question presented in all its aspects. It is hoped, 
therefore, that minds will come prepared to treat this subject with dig- 
nity and wisdom, from every stand-point of observation and discovery— 
the physical, social, political, intellectual, theological, and spiritual. 
We very carnestly invoke the presence and influence of all who believe 
themselves to be true friends of Humanity; both to speak and to hear 
dispassionately upon the causes of evil and misery; to the end that the 
best principles and truest remedies may be discovered and applied. 

The entire proceedings of the Convention will be accurately reported 
and published in a volume. 

The Convention willopen in Mechanics’ Hall, Utica, Oneida Co., N. Y., 
on the 10th day of September, 1858, at 10 o’clock, A. M., and continue 
three days, 

The following persons, residents of Utica, constitute the Committee 
of Arrangements:—Calvin Hall, Emily Rogers, Caroline Brown, M. D., 
Louis Ransom, A. W. Brownell. 

Any member of this committee can be addressed by those wishing to 
secure accommodations in advance, at hotels and private boarding- 
houses. The hall procured for this occasion is convenient and commo- 
dious, seating comfortably sixteen hundred people. The friends of Re- 
form in Utica and vicinity, will do all in their power to entertain stran- 
gers, and to aid the objects of the Convention; and the locality of that 
beautiful city is so central, that Reformers from all quarters can reach 
it readily, and at small expense. 

The Hurmonial Quartette Club, of Troy, N. Y., is engaged to be 
present, and will enliven each session with rare and elevating music. 

Signed by AnpRew Jackson Davis, and about 300 others. 

Oo 


Vermont Spiritual Convention, 


The Spiritualists of Vermont will hold their Annual Convention at 
South Royalton, Vt., on the 27th, 28th and 29th of August, 1858. It 
is not only hoped, but known, that there will be a spirited and general 
attendance. From correspondence in band weare assured that full 
delegations will come from our sister States; and while we hold out our 
hands of welcome to these, we feel confident that they will make their 
advent into no meagre or mean assemblage, where they will be bored 
by ‘‘ side issues.” 

We shall rally around our olden altar at South Royalton, as ‘‘ famil- 
iar worsbippers,’’ remembering the unparalleled harmony which ce- 
mented our efforts on former occasions at this ‘‘ Bethel? (this being 
thethird ‘* Royalton Convention’’), and knowing that there is a charm 
in the “ Cal’ even. f 

A beautiful grove will be fitted up for the occasion, an orderly hotel 
stands open to care for the outer man, a commodious new church is at 
our service; and, what is of infinitely greater importance, ‘* minister- 
ing angels’’ beckon us, and point to our fraternal gathering. 

Regular speakers will occupy the stand, per arrangement of com- 
mittee, during the forenoon and afternoon sessions, whilst morning and 
evening conferences will be opened at the church for all who wish to 
hear or engage in miscellancous speaking. 

Half fare will be charged on the Vermont Central Railroad; seventy- 
five cents per diem at the hotel, and fifty cents perdiem in private 
families. No door fee. 


D. TARBELL, NATHAN LAMB, 
A. E. SIMMONS, Joun D. Powers. 
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Harmonial Colony Convention. 


All persons interested in the establishment of a Harmonial Township, 
Precinct or Neighborhood, on the general basis announced in the late 
Circular of D. C. Gates and others, are hereby respectfully invited to 
meet in select Convention at Worcester, Mass., on the 15th and 16th 
days of September next, commencing at 10 o’clock, A. M., on the 15th. 
The undersigned expects that a goodly number of those numerous 
friends, in various parts of the country, who, by letter or otherwise 
have expressed their readiness to co-operate in the movement, will be 
present on the occasion; also such others as are prepared to take a 
working interest in the cause. Spectators and mere talkers are notin- 
vited. Adin Ballou, as a cordial friend, adviser and promoter of. the 
enterprise, has engaged to be present and to submit for discussion'such 
specific documents and plans of operation as in his judgment may be 
requisite to our success. For the place of meeting, comers will please 
inquire at No. 1 Bay State Block, Main street, Worcester. 

In behalf of the movement, DANIEL C. GATES. 
OA N 

GEORGE ATKINS, trance-speaking medium, will lecture in the Town 
Hall, Killingly Centre, Conn., on Sunday, Aug. 22d, and at Putnam, 
Conn., the first Sabbath of each month, till further notice. He will 
also answer calls from other places to speak on the a any 


A. C. EsSTABROOK, 


other time. Addreas, Webster, Mass. 
— oo . 
GEORGE STEARNS, author of ‘*The Mistake of Christendom,”? will 
answer calls, in any direction, to lecture on the various Impositions 
of Ecclesiastical Authority, as well as on the Rational Evidence of 
Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. Address, until 
further notice, West Acton, Mass. 


Obituary Wotices. 


In JACKSONVILLE, Vt., July 31st, Mrs. Many E., wife of Joy N. 
Blanchard, aged 25 years, passed from the outward to the spiritual 
world. Her disease was consumption, from which she suffered for one 
year. She had been married five years, which period of her life was 
devoted to the happiuess of her husband and friends, and also to the 
cause of spiritual truth. She was a devoted Spiritualist, and died as 
she had lived, in full faith of a continued existence. Nearly her last 
words to her husband were: ‘‘I will be a guardian spiritto you. [am 
not going to leave you in spirit, although we part in the form.” Long 
before the change came she exclaimed, ‘* Death has lost its sting, and 
the grave its victory”? O for the faith of a Spiritualist, to satisfy all 
the aspirations of the immortal spirit! z 
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THE SPIRITUAL AGE. 


BOSTON AND NEW YORK, AUGUST 21, 1858. - 


EEE 

LETTERS Recervep.—J.C. Wood, S. S. Lyon, W. C. Mapes, W. A. Danskin, R. L. 
Roys, L. Smith, 0. French, L. E., J. W. Allen, L. Barker, B: Lewitt, 0. H. Welling. 
ton, T. 8. Sheldon, J. Haskell, G. F. Seaver, S. Adams, S. W. Pease & Co, 3. Belt, 
A. W. Jilson, R. Putnam, P. Blount, H. Fiske, I. Coon, E. W. H. Beck, J. Howe, 
F. A. Williams, B. B. Merrit, E. J. Sanford, E. Hazeltine, F. E. Hyzer, W. W. Daish- 
er, C. B. P., 8. Munson, P. M. Calef, O. Partridge, Q. M. Dorand, R. Lamb $, H. 
Munson, M. Nevins, E. O. Galusha, D. Hubbard, Jr., J. Thayer, E. Hardinge, R. A. 
Kingsbury, B. Blood, Jr.. J. M. S., N. Robinson, A. McKenzie, E. W. Corbin. 


S. B. Brittan Going West. 
TO WESTERN AND SOUTHERN READERS. 


The undersigned proposes to leave New York in September, on his 
annual Tour through the Western States, for the purpose of giving Leo- 
tures on the Facts, Philosophy, and Moral Bearings of Spiritualism; 
together with its Relations to, and Influence on, the existing Institu- 
tions of the Church and the World. The course will comprehend ina 
general way the following subjects: 

1. Relations of the Visible and Invisible Worlds. 

2. Relations of the Soul to the Body. 

8. Nature of the Intercourse between Spirits and Men. 

4. Laws of Spirit-mediumship. 

5. Classification of Spiritual Phenomena. 


6. Philosophy of Life, Health, Disease, Death, and Life in the world 


to come. 

7. Spiritualism of the Bible and Philosophy of Miracles. 

8. The Spiritual Idea an integral Element in all Religions. 

9. Fundamental Principles and Legitimate Claims of Christiani ity 
vindicated, and Popular Materialism subverted. 

10. Claims of Science and Religion harmonized. 

11. Religion made philosophical and Philosophy invested with a Be- 
ligious importance. 

12, “ The Unity of the Spirit in the bonds of Peace,’ on the broad 
basis of a Natural Theology and a truly Spiritual Worship, 

In order to render his labors the more effectual, the undersigned de- - 
sir@yto make out a complete programme—before leaving New York—of 
his proposed travels and lectures, and to this end will thank any friend 
—in each place where his services may be required—to write him, ia 
the course of August, making known the wishes of the people with re- 
spect to this proposal. 

FRIENDS or Progress IN THE GREAT West !—The writer proposes to 
discuss the important questions and issues named above, before the 
assembled multitudes, and to this end your earnest co-operation is cor- 
dially invited. With ¿your aid in the execution of the plan, and the 
continued presence of the invisible agents of a living inspiration, we 
may hope to be serviceable in a cause that merits the consecration of 
the noblest human and angelic powers. : 

At THE Sour IN Winter.—Should the writer receive a sufficient 
number of invitations to visit important places in the southern section 
of the Union, to justify the undertaking, he will spend the winter 
months in the Southern States, extending his travels—if sufficient en- 
couragement be offered—as far as Galveston, Texas. Will the friends 
in the South, who may wish the writer to stop at the places where they 
respectively reside—for the purpose herein mentioned—take an early 
opportunity to communicate their desires? 

Address the undersigned at the New York office of Toe SPIRITUAL 
AGE, or at Newark, N. J., his present place of residence. 


New York, July 24, 1858. S. B. Brirrax, 


PERSONAL AND SPECIAL. 


Miss Munson will speak at Cambridgeport on Sunday, Aug. 22d, af- 
ternoon and evening, at Washington Hall. - 


H. P. FAIRFIELD is expected to speak in Glover, Vt, on Sunday, 
Aug. 29th; and at Foxboro’, Mass., the first Sunday in September, at 


the Town Hall. ' 
nc 


Dr. J. W. Greenwoop has returned to this city, and may be found 
as usual at No. 15 Tremont street. 
ee 
“Dr. N. C. Lewis, of No. 70 Tremont street, Boston, informs his pat- 
rons that he will be absent from the city till Aug. 28d. 
ee Qe 
Miss Exma Harprnce’s address is No. 194 Grand street, New York. 
———— ep Qe 
Mr. Cuartes H. Foster, of Salem, the test-medium, has returned 
from his tour in the West Indies. i 
rr 
Prof. J. L. D. Oris will speak at Waltham, Mass., Aug. 224; Do- 
ver, Vt., Aug. 29th; Sutton, N. H., Sept. 5th; Stoddard, N. H., 
Sept. 12th. His P..O. address will for the present be Lowell, Mass. 
Dr. E. L. Lyon, of Painesville, Ohio, an experienced lecturer on the 
Spiritual Philosophy in the Western States, being in New England, 
proposes, on his route homeward, to visit the following places for the 
purpose of speaking on Spiritualism : Natick, Mass., Aug. 22d; Wor- 
cester, 24th, 25th; North Brookfield, 26th and 27th; Palmer, 28th and 


“29th; Springfield, 30th and 31st; Chicopee, Sept. Ist and 2d; Holyoke, 


8d and 4th; Greenfield, Sth and 6th; Bellows Falls, Vt., 7th and 8th; 
Danby Borough, 9th and 10th; So. Skaftsbury, 11th and 12th. 

He will spend two days in each place, and desires the friends to make 
arrangements and give suitable notice in advance, so that he can speak 
every evening, and at the usual hours on Sabbaths. He prefers to 
take no fee at the door, but will expect a suitable remuncration from 


collections. 
te ___________ 
MEDIUMS IN BOSTON. 

J. V. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering Scaled Letters, may be addressed at 
No. 3 Winter street, Boston (over G. Turnbull & Co.’s dry goods store). 

Tenms—Mr, M. devotes his whole time to this business, and charges a fee of $2 
and four postage stamps to pay return postage, for his efforts to obtain an answer, but 
docs not guarantee an answer for this sum. 

Persons who wish a guarantee will receive an answer to their letters, or the letter 
and moncy will be returned in thirty days from its reception. Charge foe 
guarantee, $3. ` 

No letters will reccive attention unless accompanied with the proper fee. 

Mr. Mansfield will receive visitors at his office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sat- 
urdays. Persons are requested not to call on other days. 39 tr 

Miss M. MUNSON and Mrs. H. P. JENNESS, No. 13 Lagrange Place, Boston. 34 

Miss HODGES, Healing and Trance Medium, respectfully informs her friends and 
the public that she has removed to No. 19 Berlin street. 29 

Miss WATERMAN, Trance and Test Medium, 142 Harrison Avenue. Hours, 9 to 
12 and 3 to 9. Terms fifty cents per hour. 

Miss E. MOORE, Rapping, Writing, and Trance Test Medium. Rooms No. 15 
Tremont street, up stairs, opposite the Muscum. Hours from 9 to 12 and 2 to 7. 

Mrs. L. B. SMITH, No. 43 Eliot street, Boston, Healing and Writing Medium, and 
Spirit-Seer. Circles, Tuesday and Friday evenings. 

Mrs. DICKINSON, No. 38 Beach street, Seer, Healing and Trance Medium, gives 
communications concerning the Past, Present and Future. 

Miss R. T. AMEDY, 32 Allen street, Boston, Trance Speaking Medium, will answer 
calls for speaking on the Sabbath and at any other time the friends may desire. Ad 
dress her at 32 Allen street, Boston. IF She will also attend funerals. 

Mrs. R. H. BURT, Writing and Trance Medium, 241-2 Winter street—Room 
Hours from 10 to 1, and from 2 to 7. 2—3m 

Mrs. KNIGHT, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomery place, up one flight of stairs 
door No. 4. Hours 9toland2to5: Terms 50 cents a seance. i 

Mrs. BEAN, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from 9 to 1A. M 
for Medical Examinations, and 2to 6and Tto 9 P. M. for Manifestations, at No. 30 
Eliot street. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE FREE CONVENTION, 
Herp at RUTLAND, Vt., June 25th, 26th, 2ith, 1858. 
Just published and for sale by Bela Marsh, No. 14 Bromfield street. Price, In pa- 
per covers, 50 cents; in cloth 67 cts. The work contains Debates on tbe Bible, Goy- 
ernment, Marriage, Spiritualism, Slavery, Woman’s Rights, Free Trade, &c. 3IL 


MEDIUMS WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE CONSTANTLY, 
Day and evening, at Mrxson’s Rooms. S. T. M. has the pleasure of announcing 
that he has engaged the services of some of the best mediums in the country; the 
hours will be from 10 o'clock, A. M. till 2, and from 3 till 5 P. M. Evening circles 


from 8 till 10. On Tuesday and Thursday evenings the circles will be public, at an 


admission fce of 50cents. The mediums engaged for these two evenings are Messrs. 
Redman and Conklin. Betr E. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones St., New York. 
eo “Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” 
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE RUTLAND CONVENTION, 

Phonographically reported by Mr. J. M. W. Yerrinton, is just published. This is 
avery fuil report, in the reading of which the public will be able to gather how much 
of falsehood an4 misrepresentation has been promulgated and sent broadcast through- 
out the land by the secular press, claiming to have a tender regard for, and to be inseme 
sort the guardian of the public morals. This book contains about 200 pages, lange o0- 
tavo, and will he furnished at the very low price of 50 cents in paper, or 67 cents 
bound. The object not being to speculate, but to get the facts before the people, it 
has been concluded to make the price at the lowest possible figure. Orders sent to 


the undersigned will meet with prompt attention. Address B. T- MUN 3 
33r À pu 5 Great Jones St, New York. 
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‘have no alternative ! 


Suteresting Miscellany. 
aes cod PERN van: Sr0ny: 


In one of the New England States I know a lad, now about 


twelve or thirteen years of age, whose condition is a most re- 


markable demonstration of the natural sal that, in every case, 
the child is a very faithful copy of his patents. 

The boy is a natural drunkard. From his birthday to the 
present moment, he has given all the outward indications of 
being deeply drunk; and yet, so far as Lknow, or think it 
probable, he has never swallowed a drop of ardent spirits in 
his life. Though in good sound health, he has never been able 
to walk without staggering. His head is always upon his 
breast ; and his speech is of that peculiar character, which 
marks a person in a very low stage of intoxication. If never- 
theless, in the midst of his mutterings and reelings something 
is said to him in a way to pass through the thick atmosphere 
of his intellectual being, and penetrate his” mind, he at once 
rouses, like a common tippler, and gives proof enough that he 
is not wanting in native talents, however his mental faculties 
are enshrouded. His disposition, also, seems to be extremely 
amiable. He is kind to every one around him; and I may add, 
he is not only pitied for his misfortune, but in spite of his la- 
mentable condition, regarded with uncommon interest. He is 
looked upon as å star of no mean magnitude, obscured and al- 
most blotted out by the mist in which he is doomed to dwell, 
until he shall pass from the present state of existence to an- 
other. 

Now, as I understand the law of hereditary descent, there 
is nothing unnatural in this boy’s case. Every individual ever 
born, is governed by the same principle which caused him 


to be what he is. Prior to marriage, his father had been a 
secret but confirmed inebriate; and when the fact became 
known to the gentle and sweet-spirited being, who but a few 
months before had become his wife, the revelation was made 
suddenly, and in a way the most impressive and appalling. 
One night, when be was supposed to be the most unimpeach- 
able of husbands, he staggered home, broke through the door of 
his sleeping apartment, and fell down on the floor in a state of 
wretched inebriation. For weeks he wallowed in misery. 
During the next six or seven months, seeing his domestic rep- 
utation had been forfeited, he kept up also a continuous scene 
of intoxication. When at the end of this period it was told 
him that he was the “husband of a mother,” he reeled and 
staggered on without much abatement. Months passed away ; 
but there occurred no change in the habits of the poor inebri- 
ate. It was at once discovered, however, that there was 
something singular in the appearance of the child. When it 
was three months old, there began to be strange speculations 
respecting it among the people. At the age of six months these 
speculations had settled down into a very general opinion, but 
not a word was said to the disconsolate woman who had also 
begun to have her own forebodings. At last, as she was one 
evening looking upon her child, and wondering what could be 
the reason of its strange conduct, the terrible idea flashed upon 
her soul—“ My child isa natural drunkard!” She shrieked 
aloud; and her husband, who happened to be within hearing, 
came to her. She fell upon his neck, and exclaimed, ‘ Dear 
husband, our little George is born a” She could proceed 
no further, but swooned away in her husband’s arms. 

From that hour the father of the boy never tasted a drop of 
spirits. The sight of his eyes and the heavings of heart, en- 
tirely cured him of his habit. He seldom looks upon his un- 
fortunate little George without shedding a tear over that sin 
which entailed upon him a life of obscurity and of wretched- 
ness. He has lived, I rejoice to add, so as to redeem his char- 
acter, and he is now the father of five children, all whom are. 
bright and beautiful and lovely, excepting only the one whose 
destiny was thus blasted. 

This principle of inheriting traits and characteristics, how- 
ever, is susceptible of an indefinite number of illustrations. 
It has become a proverb, and it is sustained by all history and 
and observation, that the offspring of libidinous connections 
are uniformly marked asa strong tendency to improper pas- 
sions, while the subsequent sons and daughters of the same pa- 
rentage, where thorough repentance has taken place, are in 


general virtuous. 
———— a a 


THE MARRIAGES I SEE. 
To me there are few things so wonderful as the marriages I 
see. Here is a girl, young—what many people call pretty,des- 
pite her being ‘all wrong” in fastidious eyes—well connected, 
with a happy~tome, and a certain fortune ; and with this she 
marries a man much older than herself, ugly, dull, and hardly 
richer or ina better position than herself; and what for? for 
the sake of being married. 
There are, I suppose—so they say—poor wretches who have 
to marry fora home and bread. Heaven help them, if they 
Others there are who are mad enough 
to fancy that they can—give them but gold enough—gild over 
any amount of domestic misery. Heaven forgive them! or 
rather enlighten them! But how are we to understand a wo- 
man who quietly gives up her liberty—probably forever—her 

- will, herself, and the chances of what the years may bring 
her; who, worst of all, takes the risk of meeting later some 
one who may possess himself of the heart she has never given 
to the man who holds her hand for evermore; for the sake of 
being married ! 

Marriage, with love, is like the parable of him who, having 
found one pearl of great price, willingly sells all that he has 
hitherto most valued, in order to possess himself of it, In 
marriage without love, all these things are given: —for what ? 
for the pleasure of being handcuffed the rest of your mortal 
life, to a man to whom you are indifferent; who seems to you 
just like any other man you meet in the street. To this man’s 
will, to this man’s commands, temper, caprices, peculiarities, 
infirmities, tastes, you must submit, till, perhaps, indifference 
grows to hate and loathing; and then, perchance, comes for- 
ward, to pity and console your galled spirit, one who would— 

.orwhom you fancy would—have given you happiness in every- 


thing in which this man gives you misery; to whom it would 
be joy to yield all that is wrung from you by this man’s exac- 
. tions; which (mark this), after all, may not be more than you 
have promised, of your own uncompelled will, at the altar, to 
concede to him! One from whom, perhaps, no barrier sepa- 
rates you but the single impassable one which your own pre- 
cipitancy has prematurely placed between you and him. A 
-clever French writer says:—‘ La seule maniere d’ alleger le 
poids de ‘taxchaine du marriage, c'est dela porter a deauz.” 
See, then, each—as far as human foresight will extend—that 
your co-partner is one to whom you can safely confide the oth- 
er end of the chain that binds you; so, but not otherwise, shall 
it be not merely light, but, being kept from trailing in the mud 
and on the stones, the gilding will not wear off it.—Titan. 
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rM GOING TO SEE MOTHER. 

In the beautiful Mesilla Valley a little boy died from grief 
at the loss of his mother. She had left a few days before, 
and gone to the country extending inward from Death's Gate. 
“ I'm going to see mother,” said he, softly, and shut the door 
of life and walked up the stairway leading to Paradise. What 
aweet words he spoke! How grandly their echoes must have 
played along the walls of angel chambers! Such gentleness 
and purity of spirit as that child possessed are transcendent. 
Such tenderness of soul, such hope, such desire, have never 
been mentioned in the pathetic stories of those who died of love. 
Men have expired while speaking words of sublimest import, 
words carrying thoughts into the world as imperishable as its 
highest hills! Washington expired as the calm and assuring 
words, “ Iż is well,” issued from his lips; and the “ Old Man 
Eloquent” exclaimed as the vital spark was about leaving its 
frail yet noble tenement—“ This is the last of earth.’ The 
great and heroic have stepped into the invisible existence with- 
out fear; the Christian has rejoiced at the certain coming of 
his final hour; martyrs have perished while asserting their un- 
changeable faith, and patriots have answered death strokes 
with a defiant laugh, and scaffold victims and self-destroyers 
have ceased to breathe without a murmur or a sigh. But all 
the instances of heroism, all the shining heart sacrifices, all 
the mysterious alliances of the morta! and spiritual, are dim 
when near the soul-splendor of the child dying to see its moth- 
er! The powerful are weak, the great become less, the brave 
lose their prominence in the vast aggregate of men, and all of 
mortal grandeur loses beauty beside that young passion flower 
—that little sensitive plant in-the devastated garden of life. 


EFFECT OF A CHANGE OF HEART, 
The incident mentioned below actually occurred in a little 
Western town, not long since. 


“We had, some time ago, a protracted meeting held here; 
and among the converted was a certain MhU——, who had 
always been considered a first-rate horse-jockey; in fact, on 
that subject, he was always ‘ well posted.’ At the time of his 
conversion he was proprietor of a very fast trotter ; and what 
to do with hig ‘2:40 nag’ he was at a loss to know; but one 
day, shortly after he had become a pillar of the church, he 
met his old friend L , a noted dealer in fancy horses. 

«< Friend L , he said, ‘I have awakened to a sense 
of the evil course I have formerly pursued; I have realized a 
change and joined the church ; and I intend to lead a different 
life in future.’ 

“L replied that he was ‘ glad to hear it, for you know, 
Cc ; that you have ‘lifted’ me in our trades many a time; 
and now I hope you will be a little easier with a poor fel- 
low.’ 

“Well, says C , ‘you know Iam the owner of the 
fastest trotting-horse in this country, and the change that I 
have experienced will not admit of my keeping such an ani- 
mal. To make a long story short, I will sell him to you (as 
we have always been good friends) for seven hundred dollars!’ 

“L objected, and gave as a reason that he had not that 
amount of money just then to invest in horse-flesh. 

“Never mind that,’ replied C , ‘IT will sell you the 
horse on time, and you can win that much with him before next 
fall” 


A COLORED DISCOURSE. 
A correspondent of the Knickerbocker, who writes from 
Mansfield, Ohio, sends the following “ discourse,” for the en- 
tire authority of which he vouches without reserve, having 


taken it down from the thick lips of the reverend orator 
himself: 


<~“ My tex, bredren an sisters, will be found in de fus chapter 
ob Genesis an de twenty-sebenth werse: ‘An de Lord make 
Adam.’ I tole you how he make him; he make him out ob 
clay, an when he get dry he breve into him de bref of 
life. He put him in de garden ob Eden, and set him in de 
corner ob de lot, an he tole him to eat all de apples ’cepting 
dem in de middle ob de orchard; dem he want for de winter 
apples. 

“ Byme by, Adam he be lonesome. So de Lord make Ebe. 
I tole you how he make her; he gib Adam lodilum till he 
get sound asleep, den he gouge a rib out out his side and 
make Ebe; an he tole her to eat all de apples ’cepting 
dem in de middle ob de orchard ; dem he want for de winter 
apples. 

« Wun day de Lord he go visiting; de debble he dress him- 
self up in de skin ob de snake, an he find Ebe an he tcle her, 
‘ Ebe, why for you not eat de apples in de middle ob de or- 
chard ? . 

«© Ebe says, ‘dem de Lord’s winter apples.’ But de debble 
says, ‘I tole you for to eat dem, case dey’s de“best apples in 
de orchard.’ So Ebe eat de apple and guy Adam a bite, an 
de debble he go away. 

«« Byme by de Lord he cum home, an he call Adam; he lay 
low, so de Lord call again. ‘You Adam! Adam he say 
‘Hea Lord! an de Lord say, ‘ Who stole de winter Apples ?’ 
Adam tole him ‘Don’t know—Ebe, he ’spect.’ So de Lord 
call Ebe; Ebe lay low ; de Lord call again, ‘You Ebe” Ebe 
say, ‘Hea Lor’! De Lord say, ‘ Who’tole de winter apples ? 
Ebe tole him, ‘ Don’t know—Adam, she ’spect.’? So de Lord 
cotch ’em boff, and trow dem ober de fence, an he tole ’em, 
‘Go work for your libbin.’”’ i 


P EA E 
Be Cheerful. 


There are not a few who, even in this life, seem to be pre- 
paring themselves for that smileless eternity to which they 
look forward, by banishing all gayety from their hearts and 
all joyousness from their countenances. I meet one such in 
the street not unfrequently, a person of intelligence and ed- 
ucation, but who gives me and all that passes, such a rayless 
and chilling look of recognition, something as if he were one 
of Heaven’s assessors, come down to “doom” every acquaint- 
ance he met, that I have sometimes began to sneeze on the 
spot, and gone home with a violent cold, dating from that in- 
stant. I don’t doubt he would cut his kitten’s tail off, if he 
caught her playing with it. Please tell me who taught her 
to play with it ?— Holmes. 


Southey says in one of his letters:—“ I have told you of 
the Spaniard who always puts on his spectacles when about 
to eat cherries, that they might look bigger and more tempt- 
ing. In like manner, I make the most of my enjoyment; and 
though I do not cast my eyes away from my troubles, I 
pack them up in as little compass as I can for myself, and 
never let them annoy others.” 

a Sg ig 

Dr. Nettleton adopted the following asa maxim for the 
government of his life: “Do all the’ good you can in the 
world, and make as little noise about it as possible.” 
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‘ For the Spiritual Age. 
TO MY SPIRIT DAUGHTER. 
BY DR. C. ROBBINS. 
Come fo my heart, my morning star, 
From thy bright rising, come! 
Scatter the sorrows of my soul— 
Illuminate my home. 


Although up-borne, on winged love, 
You systems, suns survey, 

Are you not linked by priceless threads 
To one that’s far away ? 


Amid Heaven’s bowers of golden light, 
Where halcyon waters lay, 

Stretched out in every beauteous tint, 
Yet, have you nought to say? 


Roaming where all existence starts 
To being, beauty, might, 

Where all the spheres their music drink, 
Where Saturn draws her light, 


Where Hesperus leads forth the stars, 
Or Proserpine picks flowers, 

Or where delightful Zephyrus plays, 
And Flora builds her bowers,— 


Yes, high, where snow-white spirits wreathe 
Their flowers of song and love,— 

My soul’s strong heaving tide of thought 
Must bear that throb above,— 


If thou art still the same sweet child, 
That angels loved while here, 

And beckoned from thy parent’s heart 
To Heaven’s untroubled sphere, 


Surely, thou’lt come and whisper me, 
And of thy being tell; 

Say, daughter dear, in thy new home, 
Do human bosoms swell? 


Shall we our dear relation bear, 
Which first began on earth; 
‘Warmer, as ceaseless cycles run, 
Where spirit hath its birth? 


Come, spirit, from the realms of bloom, 
Upon my inmost write 
An answer to my heart’s loud call, 
In characters of light. 
a ge 
TRUTH AND LOVE. 
O God, whose presence glows in all 
Within, around us, and above! 
Thy word we bless, thy name we call, 
Whose word is Truth, whose name is Love. 


That truth be with the heart believed 
Of all who seek this sacred place; 

With power proclaimed, in peace received, 
Our spirit’s light, thy spirit’s grace. 


That love its holy influence pour, 
To keep us meek and make us free. 
And throw its binding blessings more 
Round each with all, and all with thee. 


Send down its angel to our side,— 
Send in its calm upon the breast; 
For we would know no other guide, 
And we can need no other rest. 
po A gt 
THE DEPARTED, 

‘< The spirits of the loved and the departed 
Are with us; and they tell us of the sky, 
A rest for the bereaved and broken-hearted, 

A house nut made with hands, a home on high! 
Holy monitions—a mysterious breath— 
A whisper from the marble halls of death! 


FRoTHINGHAM. 


4: They have gone from us, the grave is strong! 
Yet in night’s silent watches they are near! 
Their vcices linger round us as the song 
Of the sweet skylark lingers on the ear, 
When, floating upward in the flush of even, 
Its form is lost from earth, and swallowed up in heaven.” 
—— asso 
God gave me pride—I thank Him; if he choose 
To give me what shall make that pride of use— 
Chance and the talent—I’ll adore his will; 
If he deny them, I'l! adore it still. DANIEL WEBSTER. 
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THE SPIRITUAL AGE; 


DevTep TO RATIONAL SPIRITUALISM AND PRACTICAL REFORM. 


THE NEW ENGLAND SPIRITUALIST AND BRITTAN’S (NEW YORE) 


SPIRITUAL AGE UNITED. 
A, E. NEWTON and 8. B. BRITTAN, Editors, 
L. B. MONROE, Associate Editor and Business Agent, 


The Spiritual Age will be published every Saturday, ina large and elegant folio 
sheet, at $2 per annum, invariably in advance. One Dollar will be received for six 
months. To clubs, five copies for $8; ten copies for $15; to Boston subscribers, when 
served by carrier, $2.25. Specimen numbers forwarded free to any part of the world. 

The Spiritual dye will be, as heretofore, mainly devoted to the elucidation of the 
nature, laws, relations and functions:of Man ; the mysterious capabilities of departed 
human spirits; together with a ratidnal philosophy of Spiritualism, both with respect 
to its essential principles and phenomenal illustrations; and it will be one of its cardi 
nal objects to reduce the accumulated spiritual elements to a more scientific and de 
monstrative form. 

It is believed that the combination of talent and concentration of patronage secured 
by this union will enable the publishers to present a paper which will at once take a 
leading position in the ranks of progressive journalism, and which, as an exponent of 
the Philosophy and Practical Uses of the Grand Spiritual Reformation now in progress, 
will be second to no other publication in the world. 


Principal Office of Publication, NO. 14 BROMFIELD STREET, Bosrox. 
New York Office at Munson’s Book-store, 5 Great Jones street. 
Address SPIRITUAL AGE, 14 Bromfield street Boston. 


Single copies of the AGE may be procured of 


Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 8. F. Hoyt, 3 First street,and Union Depot, 
Federhen & Co., 9 Court street, t Troy, N. Y 

A. Williams & Co., 100 Washington st., ¢ A Hutchinson, 160 Vine st., Cincinnati, O. 
John J. Dyer & Co., 35 School street, ‘ S. W. Pease & Co., “ 

S. T. Munson, 5 Great Jones st., New York. Woodward & Co., cor. 4th and Chestnut 
A. S. Taylor, 289 Third Avenue, ‘ sts., St. Louis, Mo. 

Dexter & Brother. ‘ H. Taylor, Sun Building, Baltimore. 

E. S. McDonald, 78 Central Street, Lowell F. McBride, Post Office, Charlestown, Mass. 
Philip Teare, Woburn, Masa. H. F Williamson, Lake City, Minn. 

E. S. Ayres, Portland, Me. R. 0.. Old, Elgin, Lil. 
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S. W. Shaw Providence. Alfred Munroe, New Orleans, La. 

Barry & Henck, 836 Race st., Philadelphia. H.H. Waldo, Rockford, Ill. 

J. S. Randall, Norwich, N. Y. L. Bache, Wellsboro’, Pa. 


HOPEDALE HOME SCHOOL. 

The next Term of this Institution will commence on WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 1, and con- 
tinue fifteen weeks. Early applications are desirable. As the school is radically 
Reformatory and Progressive in its moral character and influences, it must rely upon 
the friends of Reform and Progress for support. 

For full particulars, please send for Circulars to 


Horepate, Milford, Mass. Wa. 8. Harwoop doy 
‘Aug. 9, 1838. 3 33—3t ABBIE S. ticwecnss Principals, 


tN 
SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PERIODICALS, 
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. 5 GREAT JONES STREET, NEW YORK. 
Office of the Spiritual Age. 


8.T. MUNSON & Co., Agents, second door East of Broadway, opposite the La- 
Farge, keep all the Reform Publications, together with a splendid assortment of Spirit 
ual Books, all of which will be sold at the lowest publisher’s prices for cash. All per- 
sons who wish to purchase the class of Books mentioned, wili find it for their advan 
tage to send their orders to Munson & Co., who will give instant attention to the de 
mands of their customers. Subscriptions received for all 


Spiritual and Reform Papers and Serial Publications. 

Books and other merchandise ordered at our establishment, not excepting Miscella~ 
neous and School Books, Stationery, &c., will be sent through the post office, by the 
press, or in private hands, as may be directed, without delay, and all papers and peri 
odicals forwarded as soon as published. 

All Spiritualists and Reformers who visit New York, are requested to call, immedi- 
ately on their arrival, at Munson & Co.’s, for the purpose of registering their names. 
By this means they may become known to the friends in this city, and thus theirin- 
terests and pleasure may be essentially promoted. 

Merchants and others from different parts of the country, who want any of the 
Spiritual papers, should call at the office of The Spiritual Age, and subscribe. The 
location is central, and the whole establishment on the first floor, so that our custom 
ers are not required to ascend any lofty flights to inaccessible upper rooms to find 


8. T. MUNSON & CO., Agents, No & Great Jone street, N Y. 
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WOODMAN’S REPLY TO DR. DWIGHT. 

A New Edition of this excellent work is just published. It has been carefully 

revised and stereotyped, in order to meet an increased demand, and is put at the low 

price of 20 cents percopy. A liberal discount at wholesale. 
BELA MARSH, publisher, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Parker’s Sermon of Immortal Life, 5th Edition. Prige 10 cents. Also, Parker's 
two Sermons on Revivals, and one on False and True Theology. Price 8 cents each. 
Just published and for sale by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street, where may 
be had all the various other writings of the same author, either in pamphlet form or 
bound in cloth, at wholesale and retail. 21—tf 


OBAL DISCUSSION. 
Just published. An Oral Discussion on Spiritualism between 8. B. Brittan and 
Dr. D. D. Hanson. 8vo. 145 pp. Price, bound, 63 cts; paper, 38 cts. For sale by 
8. T. Mcnson, 5 Great Jones street, New York. 20 


31—tf 


PUBLIC ORAL DISCUSSION. 

Spiritualism and the Opposition, at Hartford, between S. B. Brittan, and Dr. D- D 
Hanson Price 38 cents. Mrs. Hatch’s Discourses on Religion, Morals, Philosophy 
and Metaphysics. Price $1.00. The Mistake of Christendom; or Jesus and his 
Gospel before Paul and Christianity. Price $1.00. Just published, and for sale by 
BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. 1li—t 


FOUR SERMONS, 

Preached in the Yearly Mecting of Progressive Friends, at Longwood, Pa., May 
30th and 31st, 1858. By Theodore Parker. Price 17 cents. Also. a Sermon, preached 
on the 4th of July, in Boston, on the effect of Slavery on the American People. Price 
8 cents. Just published and for sale by BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfield St. 32—tl 


: RICE’S SPIRIT MEDICINES. 

Purifying Syrup, Price $1,00 per bottle. Nerve Soothing Elixir, Price 50 cents 
per bottle. Healing Ointment, Price 25 cents per box. Pulmonary Syrup, Price 
50 cents per bottle. 

These Medicines have all been tested and can be relied upon; they contain no pol- 
son. They are all prepared from spirit directions by WiLLiam E. Bice. For sale 
by BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 


MES. METTLER’S MEDICINES. 

Restorative Syrup—Price $1 per bottle. Dysentery Cordial—s0 cents. Elixir- 
50 cts. Neutralizing Mixture—50 cents. Pulmonaria—$l. Liniment—$l. 
Healing Ointment—25 cents per box. For sale by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Brom- 
field street, Boston. 1i—tf 


THE FOLLOWING ARE NOW READY. 


Appress delivered before the late Convention in favor of extending to Woman the 
Elective Franchise. By Geo. W. Curtis. Price 10 cents, or to the trade at $7 per 
hundred. 

Tracts, by Judge Edmonds, containing eight ip the series. These Tracts furnish 
a simple and comprehensive statement of the Facts and Philosophy of Spiritualiem 
Price per hundred $1.50, or 24 cents the series. 

THEODORE PARKER’ S SERMONS ON Revivars.—The demand for these remarkable 
discourses continues unabated.—Sfore than 20,000 have already been sold. Price for 
the three discourses, 24 cents, or $6 per hundred. 

Beside the above, the subscriber has a gencral assortment of Spiritual and Reform 
Publications, and whatever points to the Elevation of Humanity, independent of 
creeds, but recognizing Truth, come from whence it may. 

2i—tf S. T. MUNSON, No. 5. Great Jones street, New York. 


MADAME DU BOYCE, 
MESMERIC CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, FROM NEW YORE CITY, 
Who has been so successful in the treatment of ail diseases, especially of the Eye 
and Ear, is at the Marlboro’ Hotel, Washington street, Boston. The afflicted are in- 
vited to call. Í 28—3m 


LIGHT BREAD, 
WITHOUT YEAST OR POWDERS. 

oop How to make light delicious Bread with simple Flour and Water only. It can 
be prepared for the oven in a few minutes (with coarse or fine flour) and may be eaten 
warm by invalids without injury. Receipts for HEALTHFUL COOKING, &c. 
—a little Hand Book, price 10 cents by mail; muslin covers, 15 cents. Address 
“ Boston Water Cure,” Boston, Mass; also for sale at Bela Marsh’s, 14 Bromfield 
street. 

“ We have seen the receipt tried by a lady who had no faith in it, and who was 
surprised at the lightness and sweetness of the bread.’--Portland Transcript, 
April Lith. 33—tf 


: MRS. H.A. LANGFORD, 

Through spirit-directions, has changed her labors to the examination of and prescrip- 
tions for diseases. Hours, 9 to 12, and 2 to 5, Tuesdays and Fridays. Personal com- 
munications as usual, by trance and writing. Terms $1 per hour. Medicines pre- 
pared through spirit-directions by her entirely. House rear T1 Chambers st. 25—3m* 


F. W. R. EMERY, 
MANUFACTURER OF PATENT SEWING MACHINES, 


For Family and Manufacturing Purposes. 
Office and Sales room, 332 Washington Street, opposite Adams House. 21 


MES. METTLER‘S MEDICINES. 

All these remedies are compounded according to Mrs. Mettler’s directions, given 
while in a state of Clairvoyance, and are purely vegetable, and perfectly safe under 
all circumstances. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Restorative Syrup.—For an impure state of the blood, derange 
ment of the Secretions, Bilious Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Sick and Nervous 
Headache, Inactivity of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irritation of the Mu- 
cuous Membrane, etc. Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs Mettler’s Dysentery Cordial.—d Stomach and Bowel Corrector. 
bo:tle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Celebrated Elirir.—F¥or Cholera, Colic Pains, Cramps of the 
Stomach and Bowels, Rheumatic and Neuralgic Pains, Bilious Stomach, Fever and 
Ague, and internal injuries. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs Mettler’s Neutralizing Mizture.—For Bilious Obstructions, Acidity of the 
Stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms 
occasioned by cold or worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Pulmonaria.—For Colds, Irritation of the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and all diseases of the Respi- 
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Healing Ointment.—For Burns, Scalds, Fresh Cuts and Wounds 
of almost every description, Boils, Salt Rheum, Blisters, Swelled and Sore Breasts or 
Nipples, Glandular Swelling, Piles, Chapped Hands or Chafing. Price per box, 25 
cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Remarkable and Unprecedented Liniment.—For Lameness and 
Weakness of several parts of the human system, Contracted Muscles and Sinews, 
Rheumatic, Inflammatory and Neuralgic Affections, Callous and Stiff Joints, Spas- 
waodic Contractions, etc., etc. Price per bottle, $1. 

James McCresrer, Proprietor. 
8.T. MUNSON Agent, 5 Great Jones street, New York. 


Price per 
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MES. METTLER’S PRESCRIPTIONS. 
DR 8. D. GRANT, NO. 524 MAIN STREET, HARTFORD. 

Having opened a store at the above number for the sale of Medicines generally, and 
especially of Botanic and Ec.ectic REMEDIES, I am prepared to put up prescriptions 
and to forward them to any part of the country. I am especially authorized to say 
that Mrs. METTLER will not take any responsibility for the prescriptions she gives, if 
the Medicines are obtained elsewhere in this city. She takes this course in order that 
the patients, as well as herself, may be fairly dealt with. Complaints have been made 
of the failure of her Remedies, when the fault has been directly traced to the incorrect 
manner in which her prescriptions have been put up, impure and vitiated articles hav 
ing been used, and, not unfrequently, other medicines substituted, by persons who have 
put up the prescription for hose she has prescribed. This has operated with manifest 
injustice, and it is to avoid these inaccuracies of the drug shops hat the establishment 
of the undersigned has been opened. : 

I have just received from W. S. MERRILL & Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, every varicty 
of their celebrated CONCENTRATED MEDICINES; also, a large stock from the New Leb 
anon Society of Shakers, fresh and genuine. None but the very best shall be kept by 
me. DR. 5. D. GRANT. 

MRS. METTLER’S MEDICINES—Restorative Syrup, Dysentery Cordial, Pulmo 
naria, Neutralizing Mixture, Cholera Elixir, Liniment, Ointment, Plasters, &c., always 
on hand, fresh from the factory. 12—tf 


THE PREMATURE DECAY OF YOUTH 

JUST PUBLISHED BY DR. STONE, Physician to the Troy Lung and Hygienic 
Institute, a Treatise on the Early Decay of American Youth; the vice of Self-Abuse 
and its direful consequences; Seminal Weakness, and other Diseases of the Sexual 
Organs in both Male and Female. 

The above work, containing the most thrilling incidents in the practice of the au- 
thor, has received the highest commendation from the leading papers of the Union, as 
one of the most able ever published on the subject of such vital interest. It will be 
sent by mailin a sealed envelope toany purt of the country, free of charge, on re 
ceipt of two stamps for postage. 


Address DR. ANDREW STONE, 
Physician to the Troy Lung and Hygienic Institute, and Physician for Diseases of 
the Heart, Throat and Lungs, 96 Fifth street, Troy, N. Y. 


AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. 
HEALING by laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has 


opened an Asylum for the Afflicted at No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where he 
is prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the above process on 
moderate terms. 

ocr Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable arrange- 
ments may be made before their arrival. 

Those sending locks of hair to indicate heir diseases, should enclose $1 for the 
examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. 

Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M., and from 2 to 5 P. M. 


A, C. STILES, M. D., BRIDGEPORT, CONN., 
INDEPENDENT CLAIRVOYANT, 


Guarantees a true diagnosis of the disease of the person before him, or no fee will 
be claimed. 

Terms to be strictly observed.—For Clairvoyant examination and prescription, 
when the patient is present, $2. For Psychometric delineations of character, $2. To 
insure attention, the fee and a postage stamp must in all cases be advanced. 


TO THE AFFLICTED. 
DR. S. CUTTER, assisted by Mrs. G. W. Walker, Clairvoyant and Healing Me- 
dium, will attend to the wants of the sick. Office, 221 Central street, Lowell 
Mass. Patients wil be accommodated with board. 


e 


SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIC PRESCRIPTIONS, 


CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS KING, Botanic Apothecary, [654 W. 
ington street, under Pine Street Church, Boston. . 


All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as above. tf 


D. Marsh's Cafalogue. 


BELA MARSH, ~ 
No. 14 Bromfield Street, Boston, ~~ 


Keeps constantly on hand, for sale at the Publishers’ prices, the Boeks named in 
the following list of Spiritual works, together with many others s.ctsble for the 
times. All new publications received as soon as issued, and the trade upplied ata 
liberal discount. Orders are respectfully solicited. 

Woodman’s Three Lectures in reply to Dr. Dwight’s sermon on Spiritual. 


ism. A New Edition—stereotyped. Price 20 cents. 

Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture on Faith, Hope, and Love. Price 15 cts. 

Mrs. Hatch’s Discourses, Vol. 1—$1.00 

Mesmerism, Spirituali i iracle: By Allen 
lesmerism, Sp alism, Witchcraft and Miracle: By Putnam, 


A Beautiful Gift Book. The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers. Received 
Chiefly through the Mediumship of Mrs J. S. Adams. By A. B. Chikd, M. D.— 
“Cold, cold must be the heart that does not soften at the repeated coming and 
oo of angel footsteps.”—Flora. In various bindings. Price 85 cents, $1, and 

1.50. 


Warren Chase’s New Book: “The Life Line 
or, Autobiography of the World’s Child.” Price $1.00. of the Lone One 


Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture at Newburyport. Price 15 cants, 


A Review of I. E. Dwinell’s Sermo i i alism : 
J. H. w. Toohey. Price 15 cents, $ a against Spiritu . By 


The Psalms of Life. A compilation of Psalms, H Chants, &c., em! 
the Spiritual, Progressive, and Reformatory pertinenta of the Drent ase ee 
John 8. Adams. Price 75 cents. 


The Harmoniad and Sacred Melodist, 160 pages. Price in boards $8 cents 
single ; $3.50 per dozen. 

Modern Spiritualism. Its facts and fanaticisms, its consistencies and contra 
dictions ; With an Appendix. By E. W. Capron. Price $1.00 


The Spirit Minstrel. By J.B. Packard and J.8. Loveland. Price in paper 
covers, 25c; in cloth backs, 38c. 


What’s o’clock? Modern Spiritual Manifestations. Are they in accordance with 
reaso n and past revelation? Price 15 cents. 


The, Magic Staff; An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Daris. A new work. 


The Penetralia; Being harmonial 
Socks is 8 ae ag Parmo answers to important questions, by Andrew 


The Present Age and Inner Life. By A.J. Davis. Price $1. 
The Harmonial Man, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 30 cents. 
Nature’s Divine Revelations, &c, By Andrew J. Davis. Price $2.00. 


ck Great Harmonia, By Andrew J. Davis. Vol. I., the Physician. Price 
UU. o . 


e Teacher. Price $1.00. Vol. IIL, The Seer. Price 09 
Vol. IV. The Reformer. Price $1.00. = 


The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse, By A.J. Davis. 50c. 

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion. By A.J. Davis. Price 15e. 

The Philosophy of Special Providences. By A. J. Davis. Price 15 cents, 
The Approaching Crisis, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 50e. 

An Epic of the Starry Heaven. Thomas L. Harris. Price 15e. 

Lyric of the Morning Land, Thomas L. Harris. Price 75. 

A Lyric of the Golden Age, Thomas L. Harris. Price $1.60. 

The Wisdom of Angels, By T. L. Harris. Price 76 cents. 

Hymns of Spiritual Devotion, By T. L. Harris. Price 40 cents. 

The Herald of Light. Monthly. By T. L. Harris. Price 15 cents. 


The Kingdom of Heaven; or The Golden Age By &. W. Loveland Neatly 
bound in cloth. Price 75 cents. 


Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse. By Alfred Cridge. Price 38. 
Courtney’s Review of Dr. Dodd’s Theory. Price 25 cents. 

New Testament “Miracles” and ‘Modern Miracles.” Price 30c. 
Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention. Price 75c. 
Spiritualism, By Edmonds and Dexter, in two vols. Price $1.25 each. 


An Exposition of Views respecting the principal Facts, Causes and Peculiarities 
olen in Spirit Manifestations. By Adin Ballou. Price in cloth, 75c; paper 
Oc. 


The Religion of Manhood: By J. H. Robinson; with introduction by A.B 
Newton.” Price in cloth, 75c-; in paper 50c. 


Spirit Intercourse. By Herman Snow. Price 60 cents 

The Seeress of Prevorst, Price 38c. 

Spirit Works Real but not Miraculous. By A. Putnam. Price 250. 
The Birth of the Universe. By and through B. P. Ambler. Price 50c. 
Brittan and Richmond’s Discussion, Price $1.00. 


Discourses from the Spirit World. Dictated by Stephen Oli 
Rev. R. P. Wilson, writing Piaum: Price veneer 


Reichenbach’s Dynamics of Magnetism. Price $1.00. . 
Pneumatology. By Stilling. Edited by Rev. George Bush. Price 75c. 
Celestial Telegraph. By L. A. Cahagnet. Price $1.00. 

Night Side of Nature, By Catharine Crowe. Price $1.25. 


The Healing of the Nations, Through Charles Linton, Medium, with an Ia 
troduction and Appendix, by Gov. Talmadge. Price $1.50. 


Tiffany’s Spiritualism Explained; In Twelve Lectures. $1.00. 
Natty, a Spirit; by Allen Putnam. 62 1-2c. 


The Ministry of Angels Realized; A Letter to the Edwards Con 
Church, Boston, By Rie aaa sien AJE. Newton. 15 cts, single; $1.25 a dosen, 
a huni . 


Answer to Charges of Belief in Modern Revelations, &c; giren before 
the Edwards Cutpregilonal Church, Boston. By A. E. Newton. ‘10 cents. 


Prof. Hare’s Large Work; Experimental Investigations of the it Mani 
estations, &c. Price gI v5. pS Ea i 


Scenes in the Spirit World; by Hudson Tuttle. Price 50 cents. 
Tiffany’s Monthly. $1.00 per annum. 


A Letter to the Chestnut Street, Congregational Church, Chelsea, Mass. By Joha 
8. Adams. Price 15c- 


A Bivulet from the Ocean of Truth. An interesting narrative of the advance 
ment of a spirit from darkness into light, By J. S. ‘Tame, 25c- 


Review of Rev. Charles Beecher. By Jobn 8. Adams. „Price 6 cents. 
Book for Skeptics. Price 25 cents. 


Familiar Spirits and Spiritu i i . Enoch Pend 
with a Reply by An ore Spiritual Manifestations, PI Dr 3 


The Philosophy of Creation, By Thomas Paine, thro hand of Horace 
G. Wood, Senin. Price 38c. 7 ri nah s 


Astounding Facts from the Spirit World. By J. A. Gridley, Bonth 


ampton, Muss, Price 63 cents. 
Philosophy of the Spirit World. By Rev. Charles Hammond. 63e. 


Messages from the Superior State. Communicated b urray throughs 
John SP Spear. Price oe. ate iga z Sonna 


The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine, C. Hammond, Medium. 15e- 
Voices from the Spirit World. Isaac Post, Medium. Price 60c. 


Reply to the Rev. Dr. W. P. ’s Di . Miss Torrey, 
oF Gainey, Mass. Price Hae Lune: Discourae., B7 aes A 


The Lily Wreath of Spiritual Co unicati ¢ Through Mrs. J. 
Adams, 4nd others. 85 cou $1.50 and nm nications; e To 


The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers; Received through the medi 
Mrs. J. S. Adams, ad others. Prices as above- $ amihip ef 


The Progressive Life of Spirits After Death. Price 15 centa. 
hŘŘŘŘŘŮŮŘŘĖŘŘŮŮŘŘŘŘŘĖŘŘŮŘŘŘŘĖŮŘŘĂŘĖeŘ‚ aa 
PEEN 


W. 8. COURTNET, 


COURTNEY & PAYRE, a 


ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORB AT LAW. 


Offices No. 346 Broadway, New York, and No. 10 Court street, Brooklyn. 

Messrs. Courtney and Payne will give their attention to the prosecution and collee 
tion of claims and all business pertaining to the profession, in the Courts of New York 
and Brooklyn and the adjoining counties. 

By their prompt and undivided attention to business they hope to deserve their 
share of the patronage of the spiritual public. 
—_——— eee" 

MES. L. W. KEMLO, 
HEALING MEDIUM AND ELECTRICIAN, 
No. 84 Bsprorp STREET (Fronting on the Square in Summer street), Bosrox. 

N. B. Consultations and examinations free of charge. 3—tr 
ee" 
THE SICK ARE HEALED 
WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W.GREENWOOD, Healing and Developing 
Medium, Rooms No. 15 Tremont street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from 

9 A. M. to5 P.M. Other hours he will visit the sick at their houses. 


Investigators will find a Test, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium at the above 
rooms. ` 


MBS. C. L. NEWTON, HEALING MEDIUM, 

Has fully tested her powers, and will sit for the cure of diseases of a chronic nature, 
by the laying on of hands. Acute pains instantly relieved by spirit-power. Chronie 
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Chronic Spinal Diseases, Pains in the Side, Disease of the 
Liver, Nervous Prostration, Headache, &c. Terms for each sitting, $1.00. Hours 
from 9.A.M.to3 P.M. Will visit families if required. No. 26 West Dedham street, 
two doors from Washington street, Boston. o—tr 


WM. E. BICE, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 

OFFICE No. 1 Hudson Place, next to 27 Hudson Street, Boston, Mass. If sickness 
or distance prevent personal attendance, examination can be made from a lock of hair 
and a statement of the leading symptoms, age and sex. Office hours from 12 A. M. to 
3 P.M. Terms (in advance), when the patient is present, $3; when absent, $5. 


N.C, LEWIS, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 
Tas taken the mansion No. 70 Tremont street, where he will examine and prescribe 
for the afflicted, under the direction of an Indian Spirit of the olden time. 15 


GEORGE ATKINS, 
HEALING MEDIUM AND CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 
WEBSTER, Mass. 
Ter{xs—Examination when the patient ıs present, $1; by lock of hair, $3, in ads 
vance. 12— 


a DR. JOHN scott, 

The' successful Spirit Physician, has removed from Sr. Loris, to No. 6 Beach street, 
New York. Patients under treatment can be accommodated in the house. 

Agents wanted, to dispose of Scott & Co.'s celebrated and successful Spirit Medi 
cines. Address, Jons Scorr & Co., 6 Beach street, New York. st 


DR. G. A. REDMAN TEST MEDIUM, 
Has returned to the city of New York, and taken rooms at No. 82 Fourth Avenue, 
near 10th street, where he will reccive visitors as formerly. - ltr 


MERS. J. E. KELLOGG, SPIRIT MEDIUM, 
8 UNIVERSITY PLACE, COR. EIGHTH STREET, NEW YORK. 


Hours from 10 A. M. to 1 P. M. On Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Baturday eve- 
nings from 7 to 9. By previous engagement only, from 4 to 6 P. M. te 


DR. AMMI BROWN, DENTAL SURGEON, 
241-2 WINTER STREET, BALLOU’S BUILDING, 


cy Patients Psychologized or Entranced, and operations performed without pain. 


FOUNTAIN HOUSE, 
CORNER of Beach street and Harrison Avenue. Spiritualists” Head-Quarters in 
Boston. Charge $1 25 per day, or $7 per week, for two or three weeks. 

H. F. GARDNER. 
aaaeaii aiaaaaaaaaaamamaamaaaħĖȘŘħŘ 
A. B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST, 

NO. 15 TREMONT STREBT, BOSTON, MA8B. 
SS A EO 
SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE, 

CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREETS BOSTON. 


